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'CHAPT:ER I 
THE PROBLEM 
Befor attacking the problem of determining children's choices in 
Catholic Poetry, it is necessary to define the term Catholic Poetry. The 
present study does not include poems written by those not of the household 
of the Faith, even though at times they "dipped their pens into the old 
Catholic rugged inkstand". It does not include poems written by converts 
to Catholicism at a time when their "spiritual outlook was at variance" 
with Catholic thought. It accepts Father Feeney's definition of Catholic 
Poetry: Poems "in which the Faith circulates like lifeblood"; poems 
which, although "they do not express any phase of Catholic doctrine" 
(12:361), still exhale the fragrance of the Catholic spirit. 
Despite the fact that children are by nature what Anne Carroll Moore 
calls the~, "the greatest of all lovers of poetry" (25:29), many investi-
gator.s affirm that children dislike poetry, or are little interested in it. 
Why do children apparently dislike poetry? To what extent is an unwise 
selection of materials a contributing cause to the dislike? Will an ac-
quaintance with Catholic poetry cause the children in parochial schools 
to learn to like poetry? Which poams of Catholic authorship are children's 
choices? This investigation was inaugurated to try to discover the answers 
to these questions. 
Some one has called poetry "a precious gift bestowed upon fallen 
man". Before the tragedy enacted in the Garden of Eden, the human soul 
"opened like a flower to the sun of Divine Influence" ( 20: 204). Since 
the Fall, the so~l of man, cut off from the Source of all truth and 
beauty, falls an easy prey to error and corruption. Poetry written by a 
Catholic poet whose own soul strives after "the true, the beautiful, the 
perfect", does help children in their quest for truth and holiness. The 
presence of the supernatural or spiritual in Catholic Poetry arouses 
emotions in youthful hearts which enable them to farm worthy ideals of 
conduct. Father Kirsch in his book, Sex Education and Training!£ 
Chastity, believes, ~oetry is a much neglected field. Poetry appeals to 
the normal adolescent and, properly introduced to him,it should be the 
source of fine ideals" (16:406-407). 
Emotion, whether we admit it or not, plays a major part in the lives 
of most of us. Many of the ills of society today are the result of uncon-
trolled emotion. Fortunate are the children early trained to govern their 
emotions. Poetry offers an emotional outlet for them because they are 
innately responsive to much that is inherent in the very nature of poetry. 
Its rhythm, the music of the words, the beauty of the imagery with its 
magic power to carry them up and away at times from the hum-drum of life 
release the emotional tension of children. 
Catholic Poetry gives not only "a glimpse of splendors beyond the 
tomb" {10:39), but it makes the world in which children live different 
and more beautiful. Father Donnelly says, "Few of us saw a tree until 
Joyce Kilmer revealed it to us" (9:272). Poetry opens the child's eyes 
to '~atch the wondrous workings of the God of Nature". It interprets and 
glorifies the commonplace in his everyday life. 
Since Catholic Poetry is of value to children, they should be given 
all they can absorb before leaving grade eight because many of them will 
be unable to attend a Catholic high school. But, what selections should 
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be included in the course of study? Can children appreciate the beauty 
of "The Magnificat", the "Dies Irae", the "Stabat Mater Dolorosa", the 
Psalms which, frequently, they sing in Latin without knowing the meaning 
of the words? 
Several investigations relative to children's preferences in poetry 
have been made, but in none of these studies has an appreciable number of 
poems of Catholic authorship been included. In the Huber, Bruner, and 
Curry (14) nation-wide survey, only some twenty-five out of five hundred 
seventy-three poems were written by Catholics; in the University of Iowa 
study by Mackintosh (23), less than twenty-five of the four hundred poans 
considered were written by Catholic poets; in a 1938 experiment by Kangley 
(15) at Columbia, six poems out of one hundred twenty involved in the 
study were of Catholic authorship. 
This investigation was undertaken to discover the Catholic poems 
that come within the range of the e~otional and intellectual experience 
of boys and girls in grades seven and eight and are liked by them. The 
problem resolved itself into these two specific questions: 
1. Are children in these grades interested in Catholic Poetry? 
2. What are children's choices in Catholic Poetry? 
3 
CHAPTJ!R II 
SUMrli!ARY OF PREVIOUS IN'VESTIGATI ONS 
~an invented many fundamental things earlier than movable type, but 
nothing else that was followed by such swift and stupendous consequences" 
(17:50). Today almost every child is taught to read, and Terman and Lima, 
quoting Charles Welsh, an English student of children's literature, say, 
"As soon as the child has acquired the power of getting at the sense of 
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the printed page, the taste for the good or the bad in 11 terature may begin 
to grow, and it may do so even while he is acquiring the power" (31:7). 
The many investigations of the reading preferences of children are an 
indication that educators are keenly aware of the importance of guiding 
children's reading until permanent tastes for good literature have been 
formed. 
While child interest is not an abracadabra that will eliminate all 
difficulties in establishing life interests in good literature, it is a 
factor of importance. Weekes says, "'f a single criterion were to be 
satisfied relative to the selection of literature for children, that 
criterion would be the child's own reading preference" (32:15). Kangley 
states there is "no assumption that child taste is either perfect ar im-
mutable"; however, a knowledge of child preference "represents a fundamental 
basis for the intelligent selection of material for children" (15:4). 
In her 1930 survey of the literature on the reading interests of 
children, Sister Mary Celestine says, "Poetry as a subject for objective 
measurement has attracted the attention of a very few investigators in 
the field of experimental education" (7:68}. In 1937 Ruth Bradshaw writes, 
"The literature dealing with children's choices (in poetry) reveals that a 
good many studies have been made during the past decade" (4:168). It would 
seem that the problem of children's preferences in poetry is attracting mare 
attention on the part of investigators. However, discovering children's 
choices in poetry or the particular qualities they like in poetry is 
neither simple nor very encouraging when Lazar's CGnclusion in her 1937 
study of the reading interests of children is considered: nrn general 
children show little interest in poetry" (19:109), 
Annie E. Moore, a recognized authority in children's literature, says: 
"There is a prevalent notion, sometimes stated as a fact, that children do 
not like poetry. Such an opinion is not justified by any investigations 
which have so far been made, and it goes counter to the common experience 
of multitudes of competent witnesses. The strongest statement which can 
be backed up by research is that under particular school procedures groups 
of children at specific age levels did not like certain poems which were 
read to them as well us they liked certain stories in prose" (26:257). 
Only those previous studies of children's preferences in poetry Which 
have a direct bearing on the problem under consideration in this study will 
be reviewed briefly. 
The. one investigation said to have had "very wide influence upon modern 
courses of study" (4:174) is the Iluber, Bruner, and Curry (14) experiment 
undertaken in 1926 to determine "those poems which teachers and pupils 
agreed to be most interesting when poetry is taught as it is taught" 
(14:9). It involved fifty thousand children of grades one to nine inclusive 
in experimental centers scattered throughout the United States. Five 
hundred seventy-three poems were selected in two ways. The subjective 
opinions of expert teachers of poetry were considered and nine hundred 
courses of study and practically all of the most used textbooks were 
examined with minute analysis of thirty courses of study and thirty text-
books in each grade. Approximately one hundred poems were selected for a 
grade, were printed, and were used by the children. Each child was ex-
pected to come into contact with sixty of the poems chosen for his grade. 
The fifteen hundred teachers in the twelve school systems selected were 
given detailed directions for carrying out the experiment. The 
investigation showed that a few poems were universally liked and a few 
more universally disliked. There was disagreement between the opinions 
of experts and the choices of children. Present practice of selection 
and of grade placement is only thirty-nine per cent right. As a result 
of the experiment, the authors compiled a list of five hundred poems 
suitable for children in the elementary school. 
McKee criticizes this investigation adversely because "from the 
scientific point of view it is important to discover what poems are most 
interesting when taught in the most effective way •••••• The relative 
interest-value of all poems used was not determined" {24:504). Mackintosh, 
commenting on this investigation among others, says, mrhis method of 
procedure - inclusion of the poems in courses of study - perpetuates 
material which was selected on the basis of adult opinions and which has 
been retained through mere custom" {23:24). ~o further criticisms could 
be made. The experiment did not include many poems which might interest 
children in the elementary school, and some poems which had not been 
subjected to experimentation were added to the final edition of the poems. 
The primary concern of the 1932 study of Helen K. Mackintosh was "to 
determine what poems were of interest when children were exposed to a 
large number from which choices might be made on a qualitative scale ••••. 
In addition to finding the poems themselves, which children liked, an 
attempt was made to draw some conclusions with regard to grade placement" 
{23:8). On the basis of previous studies by the experimenter, four 
hundred poems were selected and arranged in order from best to poorest 
for each of grades three, four, five, and six. Groups of ten poems were 
built, each group representing the total ranee. Teachers read the poems 
and the children rated them according to a five-point scale ranging from 
very well liked to not liked at all. From the results of the study the 
experimenter concluded that children do not recognize literary merit, the 
correlations between teachers' ratings and children's ratings are low, and 
the poems which ranked high had a combination of interest elements. 
In 1938 Lucy Kangley investigated the poetry preferences of about 
three hundred fifty pup.ils in grade eight. One hundred twenty poems, 
not well-known, were grouped into twelve categories according to these 
six "appeals": imagery, sound effect, nature poetry, didactic 
poetry, poetry of the common-place and the romantic, and humorous poetry. 
Each of these classifications was divided into two parts representing 
simplicity or difficulty. During each of ten days a group of twelve 
poems was read to the children and by them. They were given preference 
sheets upon which they indicated the best-liked and next best-liked 
poems, the least-liked and next least-liked poems, and the reasons for 
their choices. Various checks were used, for example, resubmissions of 
best-liked poems, paired prose selections, pupil questionnaires, 
interviews, themes, and discussions. The details of the experiment were 
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scrupulously controlled. The poems best liked belonged to these 
categories: Obvious Sound Effect, Commonplace Subject ~~tter, and 
Obvious Humor. The three low ranking groups were Straight Didactic, 
Compiex Dnagery, and Nature without ~ Center of Interest. Dr. Kangley 
concludes that "If appreciation of poetry, rather than information about 
poetry, is desired as the outcome of the presentation of poetry, material 
must be selected that is markedly less difficult than much of the poetry, 
now used at the junior high school level" (15:142). The characteristics 
in the best-liked poems were a clear rhyme scheme, simplicity, dialogue, 
obvious sound effect, story element, humor, and relation to common 
experience. 
In purpose, the present investigation resembles the Huber, Bruner, 
and Curry (14) and the Helen K. Mackintosh (23) studies because the 
primary concern of these studies was to discover children's choices in 
poetry. It most closely follows the Mackintosh (23) work in the teclli1ique 
of its procedure. It is related to the Kangley (15) experiment in the 
choice of children for the investigation and in the analysis of qualities 
in poetry which appeal to children of this age. In content, it resembles 
no previous study for it considers poetry written by Catholic poets only. 
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CHAPTER III 
THE SET-UP OF THE EXPERIMENT 
A. Organization of Materials 
A survey of the field of Catholic poetry was made by the 
experimenter, and two hundred poems were selected for the study of 
children's choices. The list was submitted to two critical juries: one 
composed of one hundred seventh and eighth grade teachers representing 
eight different religious communities and a small number of lay women 
who were asked for any omitted titles which they thought should be 
included among the two hundred poems; the other was a jury of experts in 
English literature who were requested to judge the literary merit of 
the poems chosen. The jury of experts were: 
Reverend Francis Talbot, s.~. 
Reverend ~ames ~. Daly, S. ~ •.. 
Reverend Leonard Feeney, s. J. 
Reverend Daniel Lord, s.~. 
Reverend F. X. Downey, S.~. 
Reverend H. O'H. Walker, S.~. 
Reverend John Barry 
Brother Leo 
Sister Madeleva, C.H.C. 
Sister M. Eleanore, C.H.C. 
Sister Mariella, O.S.B. 
Sister Anne Catherine, C.S.~. 
Sister Theresa Martin, C.S.~. 
Sister M. Bernardine, S.S.N.D. 
Sister ~. Dominic, S.S.N.D. 
Sister M. Eugene, S.S.N.D. 
Sister M •. Chrysostom, S.S.N.D. 
Miss Blanche Thompson 
Miss illlne Stommel 
Miss Paula Kurth 
The wholehearted response of both juries evinced an eager interest 
in Catholic poetry for the elementary school. With the exception of one 
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poem, "The Highwayman", which was considered unsuitable by an 
outstanding poet and educator, there were no recommendations for deletion. 
The ability of the children to understand same of the selections was ques-
tioned by several of the critics; however, since the purpose of the 
investigation was to dis cover the poems not liked. because they were 
outside of the emotional or intellectual experience of the children, no 
poem was deleted because it was thought too difficult. So many favorite 
poems had not been included among the two hundred titles submitted to the 
juries, it was found necessary to add :about fifty titles to thf: 
original list. 
The poer.'lS to be used in the experiment were e:;roup&d for class 
presentation. ~Th.ile it is quite clear that any attempt to classify 
poetry is an arbitrary matter; still, it was felt that grouping accord-
ing to some central theme would facilitate the reading and understanding 
of the selections. Of the seven categories used in classifying the 
poems, six were concerned with subject matter and one with the 
technique of poetry. Each of the seven main classifications was divided 
into three sub-sections. The plan of grouping the poems according to 
categories follows this chapter. The introductory lines of each main 
classification were intended to give the teachers reading the poems the 
keynote to each group. 
GROUPING OF TWO HUNDRED FIFTY PO:EMS US:FID IN 
DNrERMINING CHILDREN'S CHOICES IN CATHOLIC POE'ffiY 
I. GOD 
"I see Thee in the distant blue: 
But in the violet's dell of dew, 
Behold, I breathe and touch Thee too." 
Tabb 
Blessed Trinity Creation 
1. Te Deum 1. The Secret of My Delight 
2. Rann of the Tbree 2. Creation 
3. The Breastplate of St. Patrick 3. God's Presence in Nature 
4. At High Mass 4. OUt of Bounds 
5. Mother of God's Son 5. The Birds 
6. St. Theresa's Book-Mark 6. The Spinning Top 
7. Preface from the Requiem :Mass 7. Psalm 18--Coeli Enarrant 
s. Grass and Crumbs a. The Song of the Creation 
9. 
10. 
11. 
The Lonely Man 9. The World's Miser 
Psalm 62 10. A Ditty of Creation 
A Wish 11. The Bee 
12. I Love You 12. 
13. 
The Making of Birds 
The Maker 13. Vision 
Thanksgiving 
1. The Magnificat 
2. Benedicite 
3. A. Rune ot Praise 
4. Psalm 148--Lauda te Dominum 
5. Psa~ 99--Jubilate Deo 
6. Psalm 118--Laudate Dominum 
7. Grace tor Light 
8. Grace far Little Things 
9. Irish Te Deum 
10. Thanksgiving 
11. In the Morning 
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1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
Christ 
GROUPING (continued) 
II. SON OF GOD 
"A stranger, to His own 
He came; and one alone 
Who knew not sin, 
His lowliness believed 
And in her soul conceived 
To let Him in." 
Tabb 
Christmas 
The Eucharistic Babe (Song) 1. Said the Inn-Keeper 
The Unpetalled Rose 2. The Lonely Crib 
My God! I Love Thee 3. Night for Little Things 
Finding You 4. Christmas Babe 
Child Dear 5. The Sheep Herd 
Nails 6. Unto Us a Son Is Given 
The Rune of Hospitality 7. Burning Babe 
Mul tiplieation 8. They Blew a Horn 
Weariness 9. The Babe of Bethlehem 
An Iri sh Fisherman's Prayer 10. The First Christmas Holidays 
A Child's Wish 11. At Shadow Time 
Dear Lard Remember Me 12. Little .Tesus 
The .Altar Boy 13. A Child's Wanderings 
The Paten 14. Repose in Egypt 
A Letter to My Most High Lord 15. Possession 
1. Noel 
2. Carol to Our Lady 
3. Birds Praise the Advent 
4. The Neighbors of Bethlehem 
5. We Saw Him Sleeping 
6. I Saw Three Ships 
7. Carol of the Fir Tree 
8. A Christmas Carol for Three Guilds 
9. A Carol 
10. A Christmas Carol 
11. Song of Little 
12. A Carol of Sleepy Children 
13. Song Wit Woi~ 
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1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
a. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
GRWPING {continued) 
III. MOTHl:lR OF GOD 
"Thou that couldst ne'er be bound 
Canst nevermore be free: 
So close about Thee wound 
Is our humanity. 
As well desert Thy Father's throne 
As Mary's Motherhood disown." 
Tabb 
Mother Mary 
The Child 1. Roofs 
A Lily of the Field 2. The House 
The Babe to the Gift-Giver 3. Ruins 
Home 
with Nobody in It 
Conmunion 4. The Snowman in the Yard 
Madonna Remembers 5. Reception Cammittees 
An Old Woman's Rosary 6. To a Dreamer 
A Blue Valentine 7. The Housewife's Prayer 
The Assumption a. The Divine Order of the Ki tohen 
The Nightingale 9. Johneen 
The Names of Our Lady 10. The Man of the House 
Our Lady of the Twilight 11. The Folded Flock 
Stabat Mater Speciosa 12. The Marriage Feast 
13. Full of Grace 13. The Toys 
14. Mitcha, the Wrestler 14. An Idolator 
Lullabies 
1. A Latin Lullaby 
2. Kolen.dy for Chl'istma.s 
3. Mater Dei 
4. A Cradle Song 
5. Lullaby 
6. Sleep, Little Baby 
1:3 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
a. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
GROUPING (continued) 
IV. CHILDREN OF GOD 
"Now is the winter past, 
The rain is over and gone: 
Arise, my beloved, and come." 
Solomon 
saints Character 
A Monk's Motto 1. What is Good 
To St. .Toseph 2. The Shepherdess 
St. Stephen, First Martyr 3. .rust This Minute 
Saint Peter 4. .rust for Today 
Proud Boast 5. Unseen Yet Seen 
Walking on the Water 6. The Sign of the Cross 
Valentine to a Little Girl 7. Two Went Up to the Temple 
Ad Matrem a. I Know the Rabbit 
The Good Thief 9. Self-Control 
A Ballad of the Saints 10. Charity 
Friends 11. Souls 
Repartee 12. OVer Night, a Rose 
Dialogue 13. My Body 
14. Not Unless 
Hynms 
1. The Gloria 
2. Silent Night 
3. Adeste Fidelia 
4. Dies Irae 
5. Psalm 129--De Profundis 
6. Stab at .Ma. ter 
7. Veni Sancte Spiritus 
a. Pange Lingua 
9. Adoro Te 
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1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
GROUPING (continued) 
V. OUR C CKJNTRY 
"Upon his will he binds a radiant chain, 
For Freedom's sake he is no longer tree." 
Kilmer 
.America 
1. C~istopher Columbus 
2. The American Flag 
3. Flag o' My Land 
4. Niagara 
5. Bivouac of the Dead 
6. Prayer of a Soldier 
7. Rouge Bouquet 
8. Two 'Mericana Men 
9. To the United States 
10. The Flag Beside the Cross 
Heroes Humor 
Heroes 1. Theories 
A Saint tor Monday Morning 2. Rivals 
Fleet Street 3. The Little Man 
Shoes 4. Justice 
The Missionary 5. Jim 
Fishers of Men 6. Charles Augustus Fortescue 
The Vocation of st. Francis 7. A. Problem in Manners 
Contrition across the Waves 8. The Microbe 
Te Martyrum Candidatus 9. The Frog 
Achievement 10. The Donkey 
The Lion Tamer 11. Da Greata Basaball 
The Kings 1"2. EPitaph on a Politician 
A Tramp Speaks 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
GROUPING (continued) 
VI. OUT-OF-DOORS 
"'t is His garment; and to them 
Who touch in faith its utmost hem 
He, turning, says ~gain, 'I see 
That virtue hath gone out of Me.'" 
Tabb 
Nature Autumn 
The Early Morning 1. Autumn SUnset 
To a Black Pansy 2. Nativity of the B. 
From My Window 3. In September 
I See His Blood upon the Rose 4. The Lost Ones 
The Starlight Night 5. Mater Dolorosa 
Moon-Sheep 6. In Coventry 
Snapdragons 7. October 
V. M. 
A Day of Snow 8. October of the Angels 
To a Snow Flake 9. An Autumn Rose-Tree 
Secure 10. An October Redbreast 
The Walk 11. Apples in the Grass 
Trees 12. Autumn Song 
Spring 
1. Spring Magic 
2. On a March Morning 
3. Da Leetla Boy 
4. Sheep and Lambs 
5. Thus Found I Spring 
6. The Sparrow 
7. Wonder 
8. A Child's Thought of April 
16 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
GROUPING (continued) 
VII. POETRY 
"A gleam of heaven; the passion of a star 
Held captive in the clasp of harmony; 
A silence, shell-like, breathing from afar 
The rapture of the deep eternity." 
Te.bb 
Picture StQry 
The Picture-Book Sky 1. The Gospel Story 
:Manna 2. The Bird of .Tesus 
An Old Woman of the Roads 3. The Throne of the King 
The Pilgrim 4. By Galilee's Sea 
A Warning 5. Quo Vadis, Domine 
The Cherub Folk 6. Pancratius: 
Farty Singing Seamen 7. Gualberto'e Victory 
The Twilight Man 8. Charity 
The Eavesdropper 9. A Sea Story 
The Jefferson Highway 10. Told in Heaven 
Hill Roads 11. Favorites 
Word Music 
1. Tarantella 
2. Lepanto 
3. The Wild Ride 
4. A Song of Sherwood 
5. The Find 
6. The Shadow People 
7. The Law the Lawyers Know About 
8. Ave Maria Bells 
9. Lilium Regis 
10. The Plough-Hands' Song 
11. My Lips Would Sing 
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B. Experimental Procedure 
The two hundred poems selected originally were read to about four 
hundred pupils of grades seven and eight in seven Catholic schools taught 
by four different religious eornnunities in Green Bay, Wisconsin. The 
additional fifty poens were read to about the same number of children in 
two large parochial schools in Chicago, Illinois. Due to variation in 
daily attendance, the number of pupils participating in the experiment 
fluctuated. The median number of children who heard each poem was four 
hundred twenty-two. The reading of the poems took five weeks in the 
winter and spring of 1939. 
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A group of approximately ten poems was read to the children during a 
forty-five minute period. Since oral interpretation of each poem was an 
important factor in influencing choice, the six teachers who read the 
poems were most carefully selected. The day before the reading began, a 
conference was held with these teachers in order to explain the details of. 
the procedure in the classroom and, by a uniform conduct of the 
experiment, to eliminate as many variables as possible. 
On the morning of the reading of the first group of poems, the fol-
lowing explanation and directions were given to the children: 
"We are interested in finding out which poems written by Catholic 
poets boys and girls in grades seven and eight like. You ean help us to 
know this. I am going to read poems about the Blessed Trinity to you 
this morning. I shall read each poem. Then you may ask questions about 
it if you wish, after which I shall read it again, and you will be asked 
to rate it according to this scale." 
The pupils were given ten printed, individual ballots bearing the 
title of each poem read that day and the five-point rating scale used in 
the experiment. The following is a sample of this preference card. 
Name 
----------------------------------------
School~----------------------- Grade ___ _ 
TE DJIDM 
----
Check the line which says what you think 
about this poan. If you have ever heard 
or read this poem before, put an X after 
the title. 
l. This is one of the best poems I ever 
heard or read. 
2. This is a poem I like very much. 
3. This is a poem I like quite well. 
4. This is a poem I like only a little. 
5. This is a poem I do not like at all. 
The children were cautioned that there could not be many poems belonging 
to the first class. "The Secret", written by lt'ather Thomas Butler Feeney, 
S.J"., was used as an illustration of the procedure to be followed by 
having the children rate it orally according to the scale given above. 
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Each of the seven main classifications was introduced before any poem 
in it was read, for example, the story about st. Augustine walking along 
the seashore trying to understand GOD, was told before the reading of the 
poems in the first category. The reading of each poem was prefaced by a 
short introduction. To illustrate: ~e Rann of the Three" was intra-
duced by this sentence. "This poem gives an amusing old Irish 
explanation of the Holy Trinity." The pupils were told that they might 
turn to the reverse side of the ballot and write any comment about the 
poem they wished to make. 
At the end of the reading of all the poems, the children were 
requested to write their reactions to the poetry experiment. They were 
encouraged to feel free to give their honest opinions of the poems read 
and of Catholic poetry in general. The papers were unsigned except to 
indicate whether the writer were a boy or a gi.rl. 
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CHAPTER IV 
RESULTS OF THE EXPERIMENT 
The interpretation of the results of this experiment is definitely 
limited by the very nature of the problem. Poetry appreciation is an 
extremely subjective matter and, with our present crude tools of 
measurement, seems almost to defy investigation. The choice or prefer-
ence of each child is conditioned by many variable factors: mental 
and social maturity, backgroud of experience, emotional reactions, 
the influence of the teacher reading the poem, the time-setting of the 
reading. Group preference depends largely upon the predominance of 
the poetic or practical type of child in the group. Eastman holdsthat 
while "an equable union of the practical and poetic" may be developed 
in the child, "a prevailing superstition in homes" prescribes that 
11the first thing to do upon the appearance of a child is to bring it 
up." Children are "brought up in the utmost haste by persons who 
have purchased their own maturity" at the cost of the poetic attitude 
toward life (11:60). The data here presented must be interpreted in 
the light of these limitations. However, despite all the obstacles 
to measuring in the field of appreciation, group consistency in 
rating a poem high or low - provided the group is large enough - does 
seem to have significance for educators. 
In Table l the two hundred fifty poems are listed according to 
the percentage of children who rated them "l "· For example, "Trees" 
heads the list because sixty-two and two-tenths per cent of over 
four hundred pupils rated it "1 ", that is, "This is one of the best 
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poems I ever heard or read". The percentage of pupils who rated each 
poem 2, 3, 4, 5, is also given. Because a rank of "2" represents a 
high rating, the last column of figures in the table gives the sum of 
the percentages of children who rated each poem either "1" or "2". 
,... 
2_3 
TABLE 1 
T'NO HUNDRED FIFTY TITLES LISTED ACCORDING TO PllRC:mTAGE 
OF CHILDREN WHO RATED THE POPMS ONE 
Title of Poem Percentage of OVer Four Hundred 
Children Who Rated .&l.ch PoEID. 
1 2 ~ 4 5 1&2 
l.Trees 62.2 25.5 7.2 2.9 2.2 87.7 
2.Song Wid Woids 58.4 27.3 10.5 1.3 .2 85.7 
3.Da Greata Basaball 54.0 40.0 4.9 9.9 .2 94.0 
4.Two 'Mericana Men 46.0 39.0 10.4 3.6 1.0 85.0 
5.Nails 40.0 48.9 9.4 1.0 .7 88.9 
6.The House With Nobody in It 40.0 45.0 13.0 2.0 85.0 
?.Favorites 38.4 40.9 10.8 4.5 5.4 79.3 
8.The First Christmas Holidays 38.1 38.2 17.8 3.9 2.0 76.3 
9.Dialogue 37.2 46.1 13.2 2.2 1.~ 83.3 
lO.Li ttle Jesus 33.8 42.7 19.0 2.7 1.8 76.5 
ll.A Saint far Monday Morning 33.0 50.6 12.7 3.1 .6 83.6 
12.The Altar Boy 32.0 42.3 20.4 4.7 .6 74.3 
13.Grass and Crumbs 30.0 52.3 13.2 4.0 .5 82.3 
14.Mitcha, the Wrestler 30.0 40.9 19.7 6.4 3.0 70.9 
15.Epitaph on a Politician 28.9 34.8 20.2 10.9 5.2 63.7 
16.At Shadow Time 28.3 43.1 18.3 6.7 3.6 71.4 
17.The Lion Tamer 27.4 36.3 22.5 9.0 4.8 63.7 
18.! Saw Three Ships 27.3 44.6 19.7 7.4 1.0 71.9 
19.Repartee 27.0 43.1 23.5 4.7 1.7 70.1 
,..-
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TABLE 1 (continued) 
Title of Poem Percentage of Over Four Hundred 
Children lho Rated Each Poem 
1 2 3 4 5 1&2 
20. The Making of Birds 26.9 45.2 20.3 6.2 1.4 72.1 
21. An Old Woman's Rosary 24.8 52.7 18.0 4.1 .4 77.5 
22. Da Leetla Boy 24.2 44.6 26.3 4.1 .8 68.8 
23. The Maker 23.7 43.0 24.7 6.7 1.9 66.7 
24. I Love You 23.4 46.1 21.2 7.4 1.9 69.5 
25. A Letter to My Most High Lcrd 22.1 39.3 26.9 8.9 2.8 61.4 
26. Ri vs.ls 21.9 54.6 19.0 3.8 .7 76.5 
27. Full of Grace 21.8 43.7 23.2 8.5 2.8 65.5 
28 • .Tim 21.3 53.6 19.9 4.2 1.0 74.9 
29. OUr Lady of the Twilight 20.6 46.9 23.5 7.3 1.7 67.5 
30. The Toys 19.8 46.1 23.5 7.8 2.8 65.9 
31. out of Bounds 19.5 52.0 21.0 6.5 1.0 71.5 
32. Said the Inn-Keeper 19.2 54.0 22.0 4.8 73.!: 
33. Hill Roads 17.8 43.5 21.1 12.7 4.9 61.:3 
34. The Snowman in the Yard 17.7 50.9 26.0 4.9 .5 68.6 
35. Rann of the Three 17.5 57.5 20.0 4.8 .2 75.0 
36. Roofs 17.5 48.4 29.1 3.6 1.4 65.9 
37. The Birds 17.0 53.0 23.0 6.0 1.0 70.0 
38. A Carol for Sleepy Children 17.0 41.5 28.8 8.9 3.8 58.5 
39. Theories 16.5 60.5 20.5 2.5 77.0 
40. Finding You 16.4 51.0 24.4 6.6 1.6 67.4 
25 
T.ABLE l (continued) 
Title of Poem Percentage of Over Four Hundred 
Children Who Rated Each Poem 
l 2 3 4 5 1&2 
41. Song of Little 16.1 35.8 32.6 10.7 4.8 51.9 
42. Ruins 16.0 52.4 26.0 5.0 .6 68.4 
43. The Vocation of St. Francis 16.0 50.0 25.6 7.0 1.4 66.0 
44. Rouge Bouquet 16.0 44.2 33.3 6.0 .5 60.2 
45. A Child's Wish 15.5 42.5 30.8 9.2 2.0 58.0 
46. The Lonely Man 15.3 63.5 26.3 4.4 .5 68.8 
47. In the Morning 15.3 40.5 31.4 9.6 3.2 65.8 
48. Song 15.1 53.3 21.1 .9 1.5 68.4 
49. Grace for Light 15.0 49.0 28.0 6.4 1.6 64.0 
50. Prayer of a Soldier 15.0 48.1 30.0 6.0 .9 63.1 
:51. The Irish Te Deum 14.0 51.5 27.2 7.1 .2 65.5 
52. Contrition across the Waves 13.7 46.2 33.9 4.9 1.3 59.9 
53. Johneen 13.5 42.9 34.2 7.6 1.8 56.4 
54. The Flag beside the Cross 13.2 35.0 31.:5 15.8 4.5 48.2 
:55. Dear Lord, Remember Me 13.1 43.8 35.0 7.0 l.l 56.9 
56. Possession 13.1 43.6 35.5 6.5 1.3 56.7 
57. A Child's Wanderings 13.1 41.1 33.1 10.9 1.8 54.2 
58. Stabat Mater Speciosa 13.1 38.1 33.0 10.1 5.7 51.2 
59. The Little Man 13.0 56.2 27.2 3.2 .4 69.2 
60. Vision 12.8 33.9 32.4 15.4 5.5 46.7 
61. The Man of the House 12.6 44.8 35.0 6.2 1.4 57.4 
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TABLE 1 (continued) 
Title of Poem Percentage of Over Four Hundred 
Children Who Rated, Each Poem 
1 2 3 4 5 1&2 
62. Souls 12.5 46.7 30.2 7.8 2.8 59.2 
63. Snapdragons 12.5 30.6 33.0 16.5 7.4 43.1 
64. Silent Night 12.4 43.3 34.9 7.6 1.8 55.7 
65. The Pilgrim 12.3 31.3 31.6 16.8 8.0 43.6 
66. Charity 12.2 56.8 25.3 2.8 2.9 69.0 
6?. Madonna Remembers 12.1 46.0 31.6 8.3 2.0 58.1 
68. A Warning 11.9 50.3 30.0 6.4 1.4 62.2 
69. Walking on the Water 11.7 49.0 31.6 6.2 1.5 60.7 
?0. To a Dreamer 11.7 46.1 34.2 6.6 1.4 57.8 
?l. The Bee 11.4 26.2 35.9 20.8 5.7 37.6 
?2. We Saw Him Sleeping 11.1 46.1 32.0 9.5 1.3 57.2 
73. Conmunion 10.9 44.8 35.9 7.3 1.1 55.7 
74. The Marriage Feast 10.7 50.8 27.8 9.5 1.2 61.5 
75. The Names of Our Lady 10.6 40.3 35.9 10.1 3.1 50.9 
76. To a Black Pansy 10.4 47.4 34.7 5.5 2.0 57.8 
77. I Know the Rabbit 10.3 45.5 37.3 5.9 1.0 55.8 
78. Stabat Mater Do1orosa 10.2 38.2 39.4 10.2 2.0 48.4 
79. Forty Singing Seamen 10.2 37.6 38.5 10.4 3.3 47.8 
so. A Problem in Manners 10.0 46.3 35.3 8.0 '.4 56.3 
81. Child Dear 10.0 38.8 36.2 12.0 3.0 48.8 
82. Reception Committees 9.9 50.0 32.9 5.5 1.7 59.9 
,.. 
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TABLE 1 {continued) 
Title of Poem Percentage of Over Four Hundred 
Children Who Rated Each Poem 
1 2 3 4 5 1&2 
83. Just For Today 9.9 41.6 37.4 ~.9 1.2 61.5 
84. Adeste Fidelia 9.8 47.5 33.6 7.3 1.8 57.3 
85. A Ditty of Creation 9.8 43.6 32.6 12.4 1.6 53.4 
86. A Rune of Praise 9.8 33.5 38.9 16.2 1.6 43.3 
87. The Unpetalled Rose 9.8 32.9 41.5 12.6 3.2 42.7 
88. They Blew a Horn 9.7 51.5 30.0 6.2 2.6 61.2 
89. A Christmas Carol 9.6 52.0 30.8 6.2 1.4 61.6 
90. What Is Good? 9.6 50.3 31.2 7.9 1.0 59.9 
91. The Magnificat 9.4 37.8 37.9 13.5 1.4 47.2 
92. Mother of God's Son 9.3 48.1 28.8 12.6 1.2 57.4 
93. Thanksgiving 9.3 40.1 35.8 12.8 2.0 49.4 
94. The Donkey 9.3 35.5 43.5 10.6 1.1 44.8 
95. Tarantella 9.1 30.4 30.2 16.4 13.9 39.5 
96. Sleep, Little Baby 8.9 36.7 35.4 14.4 4.6 45.6 
97. The Throne of the King 8.6 30.6 33.8 19.4 7.6 39.2 
98. The Gospel Story 8.3 44.1 36.6 8.6 2.4 52.4 
99. Kolendy for Christmas 8.2 32.3 38.7 15.9 4.9 40.5 
100. Two Went up to the Temple 8.1 54.7 29.9 5.7 1.6 62.8 
101. The Paten 8.1 43.3 36.7 9.3 2.6 51.4 
102. Wonder 8.1 19.7 37.0 24.7 10.5 27.8 
103. Shoes 8.0 43.2 37.4 9.5 1.9 51.2 
,.. 
TABLE 1 (continued) 
Title of Poem Percentage of Over Four Hundred 
Children Who Rated Each Poem 
1 2 3 4 5 1&2 
104. Gualberto•s Victory 8.o 29.2 47.1 12.9 2.8 37.2 
105. A Tramp Speaks 8.0 26.2 34.3 23.5 8.0 34.2 
106. A Child's Thought of April 8.0 26.1 31.6 20.4 13.9 34.1 
107. The Lonely Crib 7.9 47.8 32.8 10.8 .7 55.7 
108. Weariness 7.7 37.6 39.1 14.3 1.3 45.3 
109. Achievement 7.7 30.1 31.2 19.8 11.2 37.8 
no. Not Unless 7.6 41.1 33.3 13.9 4.1 48.7 
111. Adoro Te 7.6 37.6 33.3 16.3 5.2 45.2 
112. A Blue Valentine 7.6 29.9 38.7 18.5 5.3 37.5 
113. Mater Dei 7,6 26.4 44.6 18.4 3.0 34.0 
114. The World • s Miser 7.4 40.0 39.2 11.8 1.6 47.4 
115. The Spinning Top 7.4 38.7 39.6 12.9 1.4 46.1 
116. A Wish 7.4 32.9 35.8 20.2 3.7 40.3 
117. The Child 7.3 51.2 34.1 7.0 .4 58.5 
118. My Godl I Love You 7.3 40.3 41.5 9.9 1.0 47.6 
119. Pancratius '7.3 30.8 4'1.1 10.3 4.5 38.1 
120. Friends 7.2 27.3 43.6 16.3 5.6 34.5 
121. The Babe of Bethlehem 7.1 35.2 36.2 17.2 4.3 42.3 
122. Noel 7.1 33.6 44.3 13.2 1.8 40.7 
123. A Sea Story 6.9 35.7 46.9 9.5 1.0 42.6 
124. Valentine to a Little Girl 6.8 44.1 33.6 12.0 3.5 50.9 
l 
.,.. 
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T.ABLE 1 (continued} 
Title of Poem Percentage of Over Four Hundred 
Children Who Rated Each Poem 
1 2 3 4 5 1&2 
125. Justice 6.7 39.1 41.6 10.6 2.0 45.8 
126. Charity, st. Paul 6.6 33.6 42.0 14.5 3.3 40.2 
127. The Eavesdropper 6.4 40.5 42.1 9.3 1.'7 46.9 
128. Ad Ma.trem 6.3 43.9 39.9 8.6 1.3 50.2 
129. Birds Praise the Advent 6.3 37.1 42.6 11.6 2.4 43.4 
130. Unseen, Yet Seen 6.3 31.9 42.2 14.6 5.0 38.2 
131. The Good Thief 6.2 40.4 41.'7 9.9 1.8 46.6 
132. In Coventry 6.2 34.6 42.9 14.1 2.2 40.8 
133. The Folded Flock 6.1 32.0 42.5 12.6 6.8 38.1 
1!34. St. Theresa's Book-Mark 5.9 33.9 38.6 18.2 3.4 49.8 
135. Mater Dolorosa 5.8 42.7 41.3 8.a 1.4 48.5 
136. My Body 5.8 34.2 39.8 16.1 4.1 40.0 
137. The Neighbors of Bethelehm 5.8 25.0 48.2 18.5 2.5 30.8 
138. October of the Angels 5.'7 41.5 41.5 9.5 1.8 47.2 
139. The Bivouac of the Dead 5.'7 34.5 42.5 14.'7 2.6 40.2 
140. The Assumption 5.7 24.4 48.4 18.3 3.2 30.1 
141. The Plough-Bands' Song 5.6 37.3 39.7 12.7 4.7 42.9 
142. The American Flag 5.5 34.6 46.3 12.0 1.6 40.1 
143. Just This Minute 5.5 34.6 43.5 11.1 5.3 40.1 
144. The Microbe 5.5 31.2 50.9 10.8 1.6 36.7 
145. Multiplication 5.5 28.3 46.7 15.3 4.2 33.8 
"" 
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TABLE 1 (continued) 
T1. tle of Poem Percentage ot Over Four Hundred 
Children Who Rated Each Poem 
1 2 3 4 5 1&2 
146. Psalm 62 5.5 27.4 42.1· 21.5 3.5 32.9 
147. Lullaby 5,4 32.9 41.2 16.9 3.6 38.3 
148. At High Mass 5.4 26.2 46.1 21.0 1.3 31.6 
149. From My Window 5.3 38.3 41.5 13.0 1.9 43.6 
150. Reprose in Egypt 5.3 34.8 40.5 16.7 2.7 40.1 
151. The Frog 5.3 32.2' 47.4 12.2 2.9 37.5 
152. Moon-Sheep 5.2 36.1 41.2 13.9 3.6 41.3 
153. Dies Irae 5.2 33.7 45.2 12.3 3.6 38.9 
154. ABallad of Saints 5.2 33.6 41.4 16.2 3.6 38.8 
155. Pange Lingua 5.2 32.6 44.1 14.6 3.5 37.8 
156. Nativity of the B.V.M 5.2 31.5 48.5 12.5 2.3 36.7 
157. Grace tor Little Things 5.0 44.0 39.9 8.3 2.8 49.0 
158. Spring Magic 5.0 40.1 41.9 10.8 2.2 45.1 
159. The Divine Order of the Kitchen 5.0 33.3 48.8 11.3 1.6 38.3 
160. Christmas Babe 5.0 23.3 47.6 21.0 3.1 28.3 
161. God's Presence in Nature 4.9 31.1 39.5 21.2 3.3 36.0 
162. The Sheep Herd 4.9 29.3 39.2 18.0 8.6 34.2 
163. A Latin Lullaby 4.9 25.9 46.4 18.8 4.0 30.8 
164. An Old Woman of the Roads 4.8 35.3 45.3 12.2 2.4 40.1 
165. The Burning Babe 4.8 34.9 39.7 17.0 3.6 39.7 
166. Te Martyrum Candidatus 4.8 33.9 48.1 10.4 2.8 38.7 
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TABLE 1 (continued) 
Title o'f Poem Percentage of Over Four Hundred 
Children Who Rated Feoh Poem 
1 2 3 4 5 1&2 
167. The Walk 4.8 24.6 45.2 19.3 6.1 29.4 
168. The Early Morning 4.7 46.1 34.1 10.7 4.4 50.8 
169. Night for Little Things 4.7 40.2 41.7 11.6 1.8 44.9 
170. I See His Blood upon the Rose 4.7 31.7 47.6 14.7 1.3 36.4 
171. Manna 4.6 26.5 49.2 15.5 4.2 31.1 
172. Autumn Song 4.6 22.3 39.2 22.3 11.6 26.9 
173. The Cherub Folk 4.5 36.4 47.4 9.3 2.4 40.9 
174. To the United States 4.5 30.8 46.9 15.4 2.4 35.3 
175. The Jetterson Highway 4.5 24.7 25.3 36.3 9.2 29.2 
176. Flag o' My Land 4.4 37.9 45.4 10.4 1.9 42.3 
177. Ave Maria Bells 4.2 30.9 44.1 16.0 4.8 35.1 
178. Lepanto 4.2 21.7 41.9 25.0 7.2 25.9 
179. The Kings 4.2 13.6 40.0 29.9 12.3 17.8 
180. Sheep and Lambs 4.1 36.9 45.6 9.7 3.7 41.0 
181. The Housewife's Prayer 4.1 36.8 45.9 12.5 .7 40.9 
182. The Rune of Hospitality 4.1 36.3 40.0 17.3 2.3 40.4 
183. A Cradle Song 4.1 33.5 46.6 13.3 2.5 37.6 
184. An Irish Fisherman's Prayer 4.1 23.8 46.7 22.6 2.8 27.9 
185. The Babe to the Gift-Giver 3.9 28.5 48.0 16.0 3.6 32.4 
186. Lilium Regis 3.9 21.4 38.7 25.2 10.8 25.3 
187. The Breastplate of St. Patrick 3.9 20.6 39.0 30.9 5.6 24.5 
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TABLE 1 (continued) 
Title of Poem Percentage of Over Four Hundred 
Children Who Rated Each Poem 
1 2 3 4 5 1&.2 
188. St. Peter 3.8 39.5 43.9 9.9 2.9 43.3 
189. To St. Joseph 3.8 38.0 47.3 8.1 2.8 41.8 
190. The Law the Lawyers Know About 3.8 32.6 45.1 13.1 5.4 36.4 
191. Psalm 129 3.8 30.3 42.8 18.6 4.5 34.1 
192. Told in Heaven 3.7 35.7 46.9 11.8 1.9 39.4 
193. Q.uo Vadis, Domine 3.7 35.3 48.2 10.8 2.0 39.0 
194. The Sparrow 3.7 33.8 48.3 11.8 2.4 37.5 
195. Benedici te 3.7 32.3 40.6 18.6 4.8 36.0 
196. Heroes 3.7 28.6 55.3 10.8 1.6 32.3 
197. An Autumn Rose-Tree 3.6 37.2 44.5 12.0 2.7 40.8 
198. The Gloria 3.6 33.0 41.8 17.3 4.3 36.6 
199. Psalm 116 3.6 31.4 40.1 21.0 3.9 35.0 
200. A Lily of the Field 3.6 25.7 51.4 17.6 1.7 29.3 
an. Veni Sancte Spiritus 3.6 25.5 46.9 17.8 6.2 29.1 
202. On a March Morning 3.5 32.2 51.2 10.9 2.2 35.7 
203. A Song of Sherwood 3.5 28.9 50.6 14.2 2.8 32.4 
204. The Shepherdess 3.4 36.0 45.7 13.8 1.1 39.4 
205. Charles Augustus Fortescue 3.4 30.1 50.3 13.6 2.6 33.5 
206. Over Night, a Rose 3.4 25.8 34.0 28.4 8.4 29.2 
207. October 3.3 41.5 43.5 9.2 2.5 44.8 
208. The Bird of Jesus 3.3 36.6 41.1 16.3 2.7 39.9 
33 
TABLE 1 {continued) 
Title of Poem Percentage of Over Four Hundred 
Children Who Rated Each Poem 
1 2 3 4 5 1&2 
209. The Twilight Man 3.3 32.4 48.4 12.3 3.6 35.7 
210. My Lips Would Sing 3.3 29.9 48.0 13.5 5.3 33.2 
211. St. Stephen, First Martyr 3.3 26.4 50.8 16.5 3.0 29.7 
212. Fleet Street 3.2 34.4 46.9 12.2 3.3 37.6 
213. Carol of the Fir Tree 3.2 20.4 40.2 27.6 8.6 23.6 
214. Christmas Carol for Three Guilds3.1 27.0 42.8 20.2 6.9 30.1 
215. Psalm 148 3.0 23.3 44.7 23.8 5.2 26.3 
216. The Find 3.0 21.7 50.6 19.3 5.4 24.7 
217. Preface from the Requiem Mass 2.9 22.9 49.2 22.3 2.7 25.8 
218. Secure 2.9 31.1 46.8 14.9 4.3 34.0 
219. Psalm 99 2.8 26.2 48.6 19.6 2.8 29.0 
220. Christopher Columbus 2.8 33.6 53.8 7.8 2.0 36.4 
221. The Shadow People 2.8 28.3 50.0 14.0 4.9 31.1 
222. A Carol 2.8 25.2 43.5 22.7 5.8 28.0 
223. The Lost Ones 2.7 23.6 55.4 14.7 3.6 26.3 
224. 'J:he Nightingale 2.7 18.9 46.8 25.5 6.1 21.6 
225. T.he Sign of the Cross 2.6 23.6 54.8 15.4 3.6 26.2 
226. A Day of Snow 2.6 22.3 54.1 17.3 3.7 24.9 
227. Te Deum 2.5 37,0 42.0 16.5 2.0 39.5 
228. The Song of the Orea tures 2.5 19.0 49.0 25.6 3.9 21.5 
229. Psalm 18 2.5 15.6 3'7.6 36.7 '1.6 18.1 
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TABLE l (continued) 
Title ot Poem Percentage ot Over Four Hundred 
Children Who Rated Each Poem 
1 2 3 4 5 1&2 
230. The Secret ot My Delight 2.4 29.8 40.5 23.1 4.2 32.2 
231. Autumn Sunset 2.4 20.8 51.4 22.2 3.2 23.2 
232. The Picture-Book Sky 2.3 33.5 44.4 17.0 2.8 35.8 
233. Carol to Our Lady 2.3 30.3 48.0 15.1 4.3 32.6 
234. Niagara 2.3 23.2 40.7 28.0 5.8 25.5 
235. Creation 2.3 21.7 47.5 22.5 6.0 24.0 
236. Unto Us a Son Is Given 2.3 19.4 54.0 20.8 3..5, 21.7 
237. Proud Boast 2.2 29.3 46.1 16.9 5.5 31.5 
238. Fishers ot Men 2.1 27.4 51.2 17.0 2.3 29.5 
239. Thus Found I Spring 2.0 25.8 50.2 17.5 4.5 27.8 
240. An Idolator 1.9 35.0 47.7 11.7 3.7 36.9 
241. The Missionary 1.9 21.6 55.4 18.1 3.0 23.5 
242. To a Snow-Flake 1.8 33.1 47.2 14.7 3.2 34.9 
243. The Starlight Night 1.8 17.9 49.1 25.6 5.6 19.7 
244. The Wild Ride 1.6 15.7 54.3 23.2 5.2 17.3 
245. An October Redbreast 1.4 2S.3 52.3 1~.0 3.0 29.7 
246. Apples in the Grass 1.4 13.6 29.3 40.1 15.6 15.0 
247. In September 1.2 27.2 52.9 15.1 3.6 28.4 
248. By Galilee's Sea 1.1 33.5 48.4 13.8 3.2 34.6 
249. Self-Control 1.1 28.1 49,7 14.5 6.6 29.2 
250. A Monk's Motto .8 26,9 44.6 23.0 4.7 27.7 
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Table 2 lists the two hundred fifty poems according to the percentage 
of pupils who rated each poem "5", that is, "This is a poem I do not like 
at all". The range of difference in the percentage of pupils who did not 
like the poe.ms extends from zero per cent to fifteen and six-tenths per cent. 
only three poems of the two hundred fifty were not disliked by any child. 
Twenty-five poems were disliked by less than one per cent of over four 
hundred children. A comparison between Table 1 and Table 2 shows that the 
three poems which rank 1,2,3, in Table 2 rank 6,32,39 respectively, in Table 
1. While the poem "Trees" ranks first in regard to the number of ratings of 
"1" it received, it ranks 102 in Table 2. In other words, for one hundred 
one poems there was a smaller percentage of children who did not like them 
at all. The poem "Favorites" ranks 7 in Table 1 and 217 in Table 2. This 
means that many children in the group liked this poem, but that an 
appreciable number disliked it. Table 4 shows that it ranks 1.59 with the 
girls and 2.57 with the boys. No girl disliked the poem while about eleven 
per cent of the boys did dislike it. Since most of the boys constituting 
this eleven per cent were seventh graders, the first line of the poem 
probably gives the cue to the cause of the dislike. The line is: 
"'Now which is your favorite doll?' I asked". 
Apparently the younger boys were prejudiced against the poem by that first 
line; however, since almost sixty-five per cent of the boys rated the poem 
as one of the best poems they had ever heard or as a poem they liked very 
well, "Favorites" can hardly be called a poem boys in general do not like. 
A study and comparison of the figures listed in both tables will reveal 
similar divergencies in ratings, and will give a mare complete picture of 
the ranking of each poem in the list of two hundred fifty. 
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TABLE 2 
PllBCmTAGE OF PUPILS WHO DID NOT LIKE THE POliM AT ALL 
1. The House with Nobody in It o. 
2. Said the Inn-Keeper o. 
3. Theories o. 
4. Da Greata Basaball .2 
5. Song Wit Woi ds ".2 
6. Rann of the Three .2 
7 • The Irish Te Deum .2 
8. .An Old Woman's Rosary .4 
9. The Little Man .4 
10. The Child .4 
11. A Problem in Manners .4 
12. Grass and Crumbs .5 
13. The Lonely Man .5 
14. The Snowman in the Yard .5 
15. Rouge Bouquet .5 
16. A Saint for Monday Morning .6 
17. The Altar Boy .6 
18. Ruins .6 
19. Nails .7 
20. Rivals .7 
21. The Lonely Crib .7 
22. The Housewife's Prayer .7 
TABLE 2 {continued) 
23. Da Lettla Boy 
24. Night for Little Things 
25. Prayer of a Soldier 
26. Jim 
27. I Saw Three Ships 
28. OUt of Bounds 
29. The Birds 
30. What is Good 
31. I Know the Rabbit 
32. My God: I Love You 
33. A Sea Story 
34. Two 'Mericana Men 
35. Dear Lord, Remember Me 
36. Communion 
37. The Donkey 
3a. The Shepherdess 
39. The Marriage Feast 
40. Mother of God's Son 
41. Just for Today 
42. Dialogue 
43. Contrition across the Waves 
44. We Saw Him Sleeping 
45. Possession 
46. Ad Matrem 
.a 
.a 
.9 
1. 
1. 
1. 
1. 
l. 
1. 
1. 
1. 
1. 
1.1 
1.1 
1.1 
1.1 
1.2 
1.2 
1.2 
1.3 
1.3 
1.3 
1.3 
1.3 
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T.ABLE 2 (continued) 
47. Weariness 
45. I See His Blood Upon the Rose 
49. At High Mass 
50. The Making of Birds 
51. The Vocation of St. Francis 
52. Roofs 
53. A Warning 
54. Christmas Carol 
55. To a Dreamer 
56. The Man of the Hause 
57. Mater Dolorosa 
58. The Magnificat 
59. The Spinning Top 
60. Song 
61. Walking on the Water 
62. Finding You 
63. Grace for Light 
64. Two Went up to the Temple 
65. A Ditty of Creation 
66. The World's Miser 
67. A Rune of Praise 
68. The American Flag 
69. The Divine Order of the Kitchen 
70. The Microbe 
1.3 
1.3 
1.3 
1.4 
1.4 
1.4 
1.4 
1.4 
1.4 
1.4 
1.4 
1.4 
1.4 
1.5 
1.5 
1.6 
1.6 
1.6 
1.6 
1.5 
1.6 
1.6 
1.6 
1.6 
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T.ilBLE 2 {·<tontinued) 
71. Heroes 1.6 
72. Repartee 1.7 
73. Our Lady of the Twili gb.t 1.7 
74. Reception Committees 1.7 
75. The Eavesdropper 1.7 
76. The Lily of the Field 1.7 
77. Little Jesus 1.8 
78. Johneen 1.8 
79. Adeste Fidelia 1.8 
so. A Child's Wanderings 1.8 
81. October of the Angels 1.8 
82. The Good Thief 1.8 
83. Noel 1.8 
1:}4. Silent Night 1.8 
85. I Love You 1.9 
86. The Makar 1.9 
87. Shoes 1.9 
88. From My Window 1.9 
89. Flag o' My Land 1.9 
90. Told in Heaven 1.9 
91. The First Christmas Holidays 2.0 
92. Madonna Remembers 2.0 
93. A Child's Wish 2.0 
94. Stabat Mater Dolorosa 2.0 
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TABLE 2 (continued) 
95. Christopher Columbus 
96. To a Black Pansy 
97. Q.uo Vadis, Domine 
98. J"ustiee 
99. Te Deum 
100. Thanksgiving 
101. Trees 
102. Spring Magic 
103. In Coventry 
104. On a March Morning 
105. The Rune of Hospitality 
106. The Nativity of the B. v. M. 
107. Fishers of Men 
108. The Gospel Story 
109. The Cherub Folk 
110 • .An Old Woman of the Roads 
111. Birds Praise the Advent 
112. To the United States 
113. The Sparrow 
114. The Neighbors of Bethlehem 
115. A Cradle Song 
116. October 
117. They Blew a Horn 
118. The Bivouac of the Dead 
2.0 
2.0 
2.0 
2.0 
2.0 
2.0 
2.1 
2.2 
2.2 
2.2 
2.3 
2.3 
2.3 
2.4 
2.4 
2.4 
2.4 
2.4 
2.4 
2.5 
2.5 
2.5 
2.6 
2.6 
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TABLE 2 (continued) 
119. Charles Augustus Fortescue 
120. The Paten 
121. The Bird of Jesus 
122. An Autumn Rose-Tree 
123. Preface from the Requiem Mass 
124. Repose in Egypt 
125. Gual barto's Victory 
126. The Picture-Book Sky 
127. Psalm 99 
128. Ali Irish Fisherman's Prayer 
129. A Letter to My Most High Lord 
130. Grace for Little Things 
131. To st. Joseph 
132. Full of Grace 
133. Souls 
134. Te Martyrum Candidatus 
135. A Song of Sherwood 
136. The Toys 
137. Charity 
138. Saint Peter 
139. The Frog 
140. Mater Dei 
141. Saint Stephen, First Martyr 
142. The Missionary 
2.6 
2.6 
2.7 
2.7 
2.7 
2.7 
2.8 
2.8 
2.8 
2.8 
2.8 
2.8 
2.8 
2.8 
2.8 
2.8 
2.8 
2.8 
2.9 
2.9 
2.9 
3.0 
3.0 
3.0 
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TABLE 2 (continued) 
143. An October Redbreast 3.0 
144. Child Dear 3.0 
145. Miteha, The Wrestler 3.0 
146. The Names of' Our Lady 3.1 
147. Christmas Babe 3.1 
148. In the Morning 3.2 
149. The Unpetalled Rose 3.2 
150. Autumn Sunset 3.2 
151. The Assumption 3.2 
152. By Galilee's Sea 3.2 
153. To a Snowflake 3.2 
154. Forty Singing Seamen 3.3 
155. Charity, Saint Paul 3.3 
156. Fleet Street 3.3 
157. God's Presence In Natura 3.3 
158. St. Theresa's Book-Mark 3.4 
159. Unto Us a Son is Given 3.5 
160. A Valentina to a Little Girl 3.5 
161. Pange Lingua 3.5 
162. Psalm 62 3.5 
163. Moon-Sheep 3.6 
164. The Sign of' the Cross 3.6 
165. The Lost Ones 3.6 
166. A Ballad of' the Saints 3.6 
' l 167. In September 3.6 
TABLE 2 (continued) 
168. At Shadow Time 
169. Lullaby 
170. Dies Irae 
1?1. The Burning Babe 
172. The Twilight Man 
173. The Babe to the Gift-Giver 
174. An Idolator 
175. A Day ot Snow 
176. A Wish 
177. Sheep and Lambs 
178. A Carol for Sleepy Children 
179. Ps~lm 116 
180. The Song ot the Creatures 
181. A Latin Lullaby 
182. My Body 
183. Not Unless 
184. Multiplication 
185. The Secret of My Delight 
186. Manna 
187. The Babe ot Bethlehem 
188. Carol to Our Lady 
189. The Gloria 
190. Secure 
191. The Early Morning 
3.6 
3.6 
3.6 
3.6 
3.6 
3.6 
3.'7 
3.7 
3.7 
3.7 
3.8 
3.9 
3.9 
4.0 
4.1 
4.1 
4.2 
4.2 
4.2 
4.3 
4.3 
4.3 
4.3 
4.4 
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TABLE 2 (continued} 
192. Psalm 129 4.5 
193. The Flag beside the Cross 
194. Thus Found I Spring 
195. Pancratius 
196. Sleep, Little Baby 
197. The Plow-Hands' Song 
198. A Monk's Motto 
199. Kolendy for Christmas 
200. Benediei te 
201. Ave Maria Bells 
202. The Lion Tamer 
203. Song of Little 
204. Hill Roads 
205. The Shadow People 
206. Unseen Yet Seen 
207. The Wild Ride 
208. EPitaph on a Politician 
209. Ad oro Te 
210. Psalm 148 
211. Just This Minute 
212. Proud Boast 
213. A Blue Valentine 
214. MY Lips Would Sing 
215. Favorites 
4.5 
4.5 
4.5 
4.6 
4.7 
4.7 
4.8 
4.8 
4.8 
4.8 
4.8 
4.9 
4.9 
5.0 
5.2 
5.2 
5.2 
5.2 
5.3 
5.3 
5.3 
5.3 
5.4 
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TABLE 2 (continued} 
216. The Find 5.4 
217. The Law the Lawyers Know About 5.4 
218. Vision 5.5 
219. A Starlight Night 5.6 
220. Friends 5.6 
221. The Breastplate of st. Patrick 5.6 
222. Stabat Mater Speciosa 5.7 
223. The Bee 5.7 
224. Niagra 5.8 
225. A Carol 5.8 
226. Creation 6.0 
227. The Nightingale 6.1 
228. The Walk 6.1 
229. Veni Sancte Spiritus 6.2 
230. Self-Control 6.6 
231. The Folded Flock 6.8 
232. A Christmas Carol for Three Guilds 6.9 
233. Lepanto 7.2 
234. Snapdragons 7 .4 
235. The Throne of the King 7.6 
236. Psalm 18 7.6 
237. A Tramp Speaks 8.0 
238. The Pilgrim 8.0 
239. Over Night, A Rose 8.4 
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TABLE 2 (continued) 
240. The Sheep Herd 
241. Carol ot the Fir Tree 
242. The Jetterson Highway 
243. Wonder 
244. Lilium. Regis 
245. Achievement 
246. Autumn Song 
247. The Kings 
248. A Child's Thought of April 
249. Tarantella 
250. Apples in the Grass 
8.6 
8.6 
9.2 
10.5 
10.8 
11.2 
11.6 
12.3 
13.9 
13.9 
15.6 
46 
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In Table 3 the average ratings for each of the two hundred fifty poems 
are given for both grades seven and eight. The two grades agreed on the 
ratings of five poems: ~ter Dolorosa" 2.51, "Night for Little Things" 
2.66, nrn Coventry" 2.71, "The .Jefferson Highway" 3.10, and 'apples in the 
Grass" 3.55. The greatest divergence in rating was for the poem "A Carol 
for Sleepy Children" which received a rating of 2.19 from grade seven while 
grade eight rated it 2.61. The following figures show the percentage of 
boys and girls in each grade who rated the poem 1,2,3,4, or 5. 
Grade Seven Grade Eight 
Boys Girls Boys Girls 
1. 22.6 % 31.7 % 4.6 % 10.5 % 
2. 38.7 % 48.1 % 34.3% 44.8 % 
3. 19.3 % 19.2 % 38.0 % 37.3 ,0 
4. 9.7 % 1.0 % 18.5 % 6.7 % 
5. 9.7 (}f ;o o. {b 4.6 % .7 % 
An analysis of these figures indicates a marked preference for the poem in 
grade seven, especially by the girls. The reason far this difference in chaioe 
might be that the children in grade eight were a little sophisticated. 
There is almost as much divergence between the ratings in the two grades 
for the poem, 'Unseen, Yet Seen", which grade eight rated 2.60 and grade 
seven 2. 99. The difference in choice for this poem. would seem to be due to 
a little better understanding of the poEIIl. by the more mature group of 
children. Grade seven rated one hundred twenty-three poEillB higher than 
grade eight, while grade eight rated one hundred twenty-two poems higher 
than grade seven. Frequently the difference in rating between both grades 
is very slight. Comparison between Tables 3 and 4 leads to the conclusion 
that for this list af two hundred fifty poems there was far greater 
difference in the ratings of the boys and girls in the group of over four 
l 
hundred pupils than existed between the ratings of t:ile two grade levels. 
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TABLE 3 
TWO HUNDRED FIFTY PORtS ARRANGED IN ORDER OF RANK 
ACCORDING TO GR.c1DE LEVEL DIFFERENCES IN CHOICE 
Grade Seven 
1.47 Song Wit Woids 
Da Greata Basaball 
1.48 
1.49 
1.50 
1.51 
1.52 
1.53 
1.54 
1.55 
1.56 Trees 
1.57 
1.58 
1.59 
1.60 
1.61 
1.62 
1.63 
1.64 
1.65 
1.66 
1.67 
1.68 
1.69 
1.70 
1.71 
1.72 Dialogue 
1.73 Two 'Mericana Men 
1.74 
1.75 
1.76 Nails 
1.77 
1.78 
1.79 The House with Nobody in It 
1.80 
1.81 
1.82 Little Jesus 
1.83 
1.84 
1.85 
1.86 
Grade Eight 
Trees 
Da Greata Basaball 
Song Wit Woids 
Nails 
The House with Nobody in It 
Two 'Mericana Men 
A Saint for Monday Morning 
The First Christmas Holidays 
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TABLE 3 (continued) 
Grade Seven Grade Eight 
1.87 
1.88 
1.89 
1.90 The Altar Boy 
1.91 Grass and Crumbs 
1.92 
1. 93 Repartee 
1.94 
1.95 
1.96 
1.97 
1.98 Favorites 
1.99 A Saint for Monday Morning 
2.00 
2.01 
2.02 
2.03 The First Christmas Holidays 
2.04 I Saw Three Ships 
2.05 
2.06 
2.07 The Rivals 
2.08 The Maker 
2.09 The Making of Birds 
2.10 The Rann of the Three 
Said the Inn-Keeper 
An Old Woman's Rosary 
2.11 The Snowman in the Yard 
2.12 Full of Grace 
Ruins 
2.13 Jim 
Da LeetJLa Boy 
2.14 The Vocation of St. Francis 
2.15 Theories 
2.16 
2.17 The Lonely Man 
2.18 
At Shadow Time 
Mitcha, the Wrestler 
The Lion Tamer 
2.19 A Letter to My Most High Lord 
The Irish Te Deum 
Our Lady of the Twilight 
A Carol for Sleepy Children 
Grass and Crumbs 
Dialogue 
Favorites 
An Old Woman's Rosary 
Out of Bounds 
TheCFies 
The Rivals 
Jim 
Mitcbe., the Wrestler 
The Altar Boy 
Little Jesus 
At Shadow Time 
The Birds 
Da Leetla Boy 
The Little Man 
The Rann of the Three 
The Making of Birds 
Said the Inn-Keep~r 
Song 
I Love Ye~u 
I Saw Three Shipe 
~ 50 
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TABLE 3 (continued) 
Grade Seven Grade Eight 
2.20 Roofs 
2.21 I Love You 
2.22 Finding You 
2.23 
2.24 Grace for Light 
2.25 Charity 
EPitaph on a Politician 
2. 26 The Toys 
2.27 Contrition across the Waves 
2.28 
2.29 A Child's Wish 
2.30 A Problem in Manners 
The Marriage Feast 
2.31 The Lonely Crib 
To a Dreamer 
2.32 To a Black Pansy 
The Little Man 
2.33 A. Christmas Carol 
2. 34 Out of Bounds 
In the Morning 
2.35 A Warning 
Dear Lord, Remember Me 
2.36 The Birds 
2.37 Prayer of a Soldier 
The Man of the House 
2.38 Song of Little 
Johnsen 
2.39 A Child's Wanderings 
Rouge Bouquet 
2 .40 The Child 
2.41 Reception Committees 
Madonna Remembers 
Walking on the Water 
Rouge Bouquet 
'l'wo Went up to the Temple to PrEy 
Finding You 
Our Lady of the Twilight 
Prayer of a Soldier 
The Lonely Man 
Roofs 
The Snowman in the Yard 
Repartee 
What is Good 
The Toys 
There Blew a Horn 
Charity 
A Warning 
Ruins 
Epitaph on a Politician 
The ltiaker 
Hill Roads 
Grace for Light 
We Saw Him Sleeping 
Possession 
The Irish Te Deum 
Adeste Fidelia 
The Lion Tamer 
I Know the Rabbit 
Reception Committees 
Conmunion 
Souls 
The Man of the House 
Contrition across the Waves 
The Vocation of St. Francis 
A Ditty of Creation 
Full of Grace 
TABLE 3 
Grade Seven 
2.42 
2.43 Mother of God's Son 
Song 
Souls 
2.44 Possession 
Silent Night 
2.45 The Flag and the Cross 
2.46 Communion 
2.47 I Know the Rabbit 
2.48 The Bee 
Child Dear 
2.49 
2.50 There Blew a Horn 
Just for Today 
2.51 Mater Doloroaa 
We Saw Him Sleeping 
Walking on the Water 
Adeste Fidelia 
2.52 Two Went up to the Temple 
2.53 The Paten 
2.54 
2.55 
2.56 
2.57 
2.58 
2.59 
What is Good 
Stabat Mater Speciosa 
The Magnificat 
The Cherub :Folk 
Hill Roads 
The Eavesdropper 
Moon-Sheep 
The Names of Our Lady 
The Good Thief 
October of the Angels 
Stabat Mater Dolorosa 
My God% I Love You 
Vision 
Ad :Matrem 
(continued) 
Grade Eight 
The Gospel Story 
Silent Night 
Madozma RemEmbers 
A Letter to My Most High Lord 
Dear L<rd, Remember Me 
A Christmas Carol 
The Child 
Johneen 
Mother of God's Son 
Shoes 
To a Dreamer 
To a Black Pansy 
A Child's Wish 
The Donkey 
The Marriage Feast 
Ad Matrem 
Mater Dolorosa 
Just for Today 
to Pray The Unpetalled Rose 
A Sea Story 
.A ProblEm in Manners 
The World's Miser 
The Names of Our Lady 
Grace for Little Things 
Stabat Mater Dolorosa 
Tbanksgi ving 
Valentine to a Little Girl 
The Spinning Top 
A Child's Wanderings 
My God% I Love You 
In the Morning 
Saint Peter 
F<rty Singing Seamen 
Gualberto's Victory 
The Paten 
Just This Minute 
Pancratius 
Weariness 
Flag o' My Land 
October of the Angels 
51 
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TABLE 3 {continued) 
2.60 An Old Woman of the Roads 
Spring Magic 
2.61 Forty Singing Seamen 
The Gospel Story 
Weariness 
Shoes 
.Justice 
Thanksgiving 
2.62 A Sea Story 
Sleep, Little Baby 
2.63 The Early Morning 
• A Ditty of Creation 
2.64 Te Deum 
2.66 Te Martyrum Candidatus 
Not Unless 
2.66 Grace for Little Things 
Night for Little Things 
2.67 The World's Miser 
2. 68 The Donkey 
The Divine Order of the Kitchen 
The Nativity of the B. V. M. 
A Valentine to a Little Girl 
October 
The Folded Flock 
2.69 I See His Blood upon the Rose 
The Spinning Top 
2. 70 The Frog 
The Sparrow 
Sheep and Lambs 
An Idolator 
A Rune of Praise 
The Unpetalled Rose 
The Early Morning 
From My Window 
Unseen Yet Seen 
The Rune of Hospitality 
A Carol for Sleepy Children 
An Autumn Rose-Tree 
The American Flag 
Child Dear 
The Babe of Bethlehem 
Stabat Mater Speciosa 
To St. .Joseph 
Birds Praise the Advent 
The Eavesdropper 
Dies Irae 
The Lonely Crib 
.Justice 
October 
Pange Lingua 
The Housewife's Prayer 
The Burning Babe 
Noel 
Song of Little 
The Good Thief 
The Magnificat 
Not Unless 
Night for Little Things 
Charity, St. Paul 
Told in Heaven 
Quo Vadis, Domine 
The Bivouac of the Dead 
The Bee 
A Rune of Praise 
The Plow-Hands' Song 
Spring Magic 
Christopher Columbus 
The Microbe 
Repose in Egypt 
The Divine Order of the Kitchen 
TABLE 3 
Grade Seven 
2.71 In Conventry 
Birds Praise the Advent 
Charles Augustus Fortescue 
2.72 On a March Morning 
The Housewife's Prayer 
2.73 The Microbe 
Flag o' My Land 
Noel 
The Shepherdess 
A Cradle Song 
2.74 A Song of Sherwood 
From My Window 
Snapdragons 
To St. Joseph 
To the United States 
2.75 Told in Heaven 
The Pilgrim 
2.76 Friends 
Adoro Te 
2.77 The Twilight Man 
Th~ Plow-Hands' Song 
Saint Teresa's Book-Mark 
My Body 
Christopher Columbus 
2.78 Mater Dei 
Q.uo Vadi s, Domine 
My Lips ·would Sing 
Heroes 
2.79 The Bird of Jesus 
The Shadow People 
A Wish 
The Picture-Book Sky 
The American Flag 
2.80 At High Mass 
Kolendy for Christmas 
An Autumn Rose-Tree 
A Blue Valentine 
Saint Peter 
Fleet Street 
2.81 The Bivouac of the Dead 
(continued) 
Grade Eight 
In Conventry 
Lullaby 
The Pilgrim 
Adoro Te 
The Shepherdess 
Kolendy for Christmas 
Vision 
Sheep and Lambs 
A Ballad of the Saints 
Heroes 
Sleep, Little Baby 
The Cherub l!,olk 
Fleet Street 
By Galilee's Sea 
Secure 
Multiplication 
The Gloria 
The Twilight Man 
The Bird of Jesus 
An Old Woman of the Roads 
To a Snowflake 
On a March Morning 
Proud Boast 
Snapdragons 
A Cradle Song 
St. Stephen, First Martyr 
St. Teresa's Book-Mark 
The Sparrow 
A Day of Snow 
My Body 
The Law the Lawyers Know About 
A Wish 
The Frog 
I See His Blood upon the Rose 
The Flag and the Cross 
Psalm 129 
Te Martyrum Candidatus 
53 
TABLE 3 (cant inued) 
Grade Seven Grade Eight 
2.82 Psalm 62 
Charity, St. Paul 
A Ballad of the Saints 
2.83 The Law the Lawyers Know About 
Dies Irae 
Repose in .Egypt 
The Babe to the Gift-Giver 
2.84 God's Presence in Nature 
2. 85 Pancra tius 
2.86 Psalm 116 
The Neighbors of Bethlehem 
Manna 
2.87 An October Redbreast 
.A Tramp Speaks 
Aohievemen t 
2.88 Gualberto's Victory 
In Septanber 
The Benedicite 
Christmas Babe 
2.89 The Throne of the King 
To a Snowflake 
Psalm 99 
Carol to Our Lady 
Lullaby 
2. 90 The Babe of Bethlehem . 
A Latin Lullaby 
2.91 The Lost Ones 
Tarantella 
Fi sb.ers of Men 
The Assumption 
The Walk 
2.92 By Galilee's Sea 
Ave Maria Eells 
A Lily of the Field 
Multiplication 
Just This Minute 
The Nativity of the B. v. M. 
Carol to Our Lady 
The Throne of the King 
Ave Maria Bells 
God's Presence in Nature 
A Lily of the Field 
The Sign of the Cross 
To the United States 
My Lips Would Sing 
The Pi ctur a-Book Sky 
Fishers of Men 
Neighbors of Bethlehem 
The Assumption 
Mater Dei 
A Blue Valentine 
Self-Control 
The Find 
Manna 
An Idolator 
The Benedicite 
The Sheep Herd 
The Secret of My Delight 
Te Deum 
Moon-Sheep 
The Babe to the Gift-Giver 
Charles Augustus Fortescue 
A Monk's Motto 
A Latin Lullaby 
54 
r 
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T.ABLE 3 {continued) 
Grade Seven 
2.93 Thus Found I Spring 
Pange Lingua 
The Rune of Hospitality 
The Burning Babe 
The Gloria 
2.94 An Irish Fisherman's Prayer 
2.95 Secure 
2.96 Preface fram the Requiem Mass 
2.97 
2.98 Veni Sancte Spiritus 
2.99 The Secret of My Delight 
The Missionary 
Psalm 148 
Psalm 129 
Unseen Yet Seen 
3.00 St. Stephen, First Martyr 
3.01 
3.02 Lepanto 
Creation 
The Sign of the Cross 
3.03 The Sheep Herd 
3.04 A Day of Snow 
3.05 Wonder 
_..,_n Autumn Sunset 
3.06 The Song of the Creatures 
3.07 The Wild Ride 
Self-Control 
Proud Boast 
Christmas Carol for Three Guilds 
3.08 The Find 
3.09 Over Night, a Rose 
3.10 A Carol 
The ~efferson Highway 
3.11 
3.12 Unto Us a Son Is Given 
The Starlight Night 
A Child's Thought of April 
Grade Eight 
A Song of Sherwood 
At High Mass 
The Lost Ones 
An October Redbreast 
Psalm 116 
Christmas Carol for Three Guilds 
The Folded Flock 
Friends 
Unto Us a Son is Given 
A Carol 
Veni Sancte Spiritus 
In September 
T.i:le Missionary 
Psalm 99 
An Irish Fisherman's Prayer 
Thus Found I Spring 
Christmas Babe 
A Child's Thought of April 
Tarantella 
The Shadow People 
Preface from the Requiem Mass 
Psalm 62 
The Walk 
An Autumn Sunset 
Niagara 
The Nightingale 
Achievement 
A Tramp Speaks 
The ~efferson Highway 
Psalm 148 
An Autumn Song 
TABLE 3 
Grade Seven 
3.13 
3.14 
3.15 The Breastplate of St. Patrick 
3.16 Carol of the Fir Tree 
A Monk's MOtto 
Autumn Song 
3.17 The Kings 
Niagara 
3.18 The Nightingale 
3.19 Lilium Regis 
3.20 
3.21 
3.22 
3.23 
3.24 
3.25 
3.26 
3.27 
3.28 
3.29 
3.30 
3.31 Psalm 18 
3.32 
3.33 
3.34 
3.35 
3.36 
3.37 
3.38 
3.39 
3.40 
3.41 
3.42 
3.43 
3.44 
3.45 
3.46 
3.47 
3.48 
3.49 
3.50 
3.51 
3.52 
(continued) 
Grade Eight 
The Breastplate of St. Patrick 
The Song of the Creatures 
Creation 
The Starlight Night 
Wonder 
Lilium Regis 
Over Night, a Rose 
Lepanto 
The Wild Ride 
Carol of the Fir Tree 
Psalm 18 
The Kings 
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3.53 
3.54 
TABLE 3 (continued) 
Grade Seven Grade Eight 
3.55 Apples in the Grass Apples in the Grass 
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Table 4 shows the average ratings given to each poem by all the boys 
and the girls who heard the two hundred fifty read. The wide range of 
difference in choice seems to corroborate to some extent the findings of 
Kangley who says: "They {sex differences in preference) are too signifi-
cant at the junior high school level to be safely ignored" (15:73). Both 
groups agreed on the ratings of only two poems, the "Te Deum" and "Apples 
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in the Grass". The second poem is the only one among the entire two hundred 
fifty which received a uniform rating in Tables 2,3,and 4. It ranks last in 
the three tables. In content the poem seems as simple as the title 
indicates. The only explanation for the very low rank given it appears to 
be found in the fact that it was one of the fifty poems rated by children 
living in Chicago who, apparently, have never enjoyed the experience of 
finding ripe apples hidden in the grass under fruit trees in an orchard. 
Undoubtedly, children who have felt the "raptures" of a "small Columbus" 
upon the discovery of 'Tipe apples hidden in the grass" would rate this poem 
quite differently. The environment of children must be considered in the 
selection of poetry for them. 
When rankings for the best-liked twenty-five poems among the boys' and 
the girls' ratings are compared, it will be noted that twenty titles are 
the same in both lists. The r~ge of difference among the twenty-five 
titles best-liked by the boys is from 1.53 to 2.29, while the range among 
the poems best-liked by the girls is from 1.42 to 2.03. Comparison of best-
liked poems would tend to indicate that the differences in rating are 
differences of degree rather than differences of choice. The poem, 
"Favorites", shows the greatest divergence in rating- .78. And analysis 
of this divergence is given in the explanation preceding Table 3. 
TABLE 4 
TWO HUNDRED FIFTY PO:EMS ARRANGED IN ORDER OF RANK 
ACCORDING TO SEX: DIFF.ERENCJ:!S IN CHOICE 
1.42 
1.43 
1.44 
1.45 
1.46 
1.47. 
1.48 
1.49 
1.50 
1.52 
Boys 
1.53 Da Greata Basaball 
1.54 Song Wit Woids 
1.55 
1.56 
1.57 
1.58 
1.59 
1.60 
1.61 
1.62 
1.63 
1.64 
1.65 
1.66 
1.67 
1.68 
1.69 
1.70 
1.71 
1.72 
1.73 
1.74 
1.75 Trees 
1.76 
1.77 Nails 
Two 'Mericana Men 
1.78 
1.79 
1.80 
1.81 
1.82 
Girls 
Trees 
A Saint for Monday Morning 
Da Greata Basaball 
Song Wit Woids 
Favorites 
The House with Nobody in It 
Dialogue 
Nails 
The First Christmas Holidays 
Two 'Mericana Men 
Grass and Crumbs 
Little J"esus 
The Rivals 
59 
r 
TABLE 4 (continued) 
1.83 
1.84 
1.85 
1.86 
1.87 
1.88 
1.89 
1.90 
1.91 
1.92 
1.93 
1.94 
1.95 
1.96 
Boys 
1.97 The House with Nobody in It 
1.98 
1.99 
2.00 
2.01 Dialogue 
2.02 
2.03 
2.04 Grass and Crumbs 
2.05 
2.06 
2.07 
2.08 The Making of Birds 
2.09 The Altar Boy 
2.10 Little Jesus 
2.11 
2.12 
2.13 The First Christmas Holidays 
2.14 An Old Woman's Rosary 
A Saint for Monday Morning 
2.15 
Girls 
At Shadow Time 
The Altar Boy 
An Old Woman's Rosary 
Da Leetla Boy 
Jlm 
Said the Inn-Keeper 
Repartee 
Mitcha, the Wrestler 
TheCII."ies 
Out of Bounds 
Charity 
I Saw Three Ships 
Full of Grace 
A Warning 
I Love You 
The Rann of the Three 
Ruins 
Finding You 
The Maker 
The Toys 
Grace for Li g)). t 
To a Dreamer 
The Vocation of St. Francis 
The Birds 
The Little Man 
The Lonely Man 
Hill Roads 
Our Lady of the Twilight 
The Making of Birds 
Roofs 
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TABLE 4 
Boys 
2.16 The Rann of the Three 
I Saw Three Ships 
2.17 
2.18 
2.19 Theories 
2. 20 The Snowman in the Yard 
2.21 Jim 
2.22 
2.23 Said the Inn-Keeper 
2.24 Repartee 
2.25 
2.26 
2.27 Mitcha, the Wrestler 
2 .. 28 
2.29 Epitaph on a Politician 
The Rivals 
The Little Man 
2.30 The Maker 
OUr Lady of the Twilight 
The Lonely Man 
Roofs 
Da Leetla Boy 
2.31 Rouge Bouquet 
2.32 The Birds 
Song 
Ruins 
2.33 I Love You 
2.34 The Lion Tamer 
2.35 OUt of Bounds 
The Irish Te Deum 
Prayer of a Soldier 
( continued) 
Girls 
They Blew a Horn 
A Letter to My Most High Lord 
Carol for Sleepy Children 
The Child 
The Snowman in the Yard 
A Child's Wish 
The Irish Te Deum 
Johneen 
The Lion Tamer 
We Saw Him Sleeping 
Madonna Remembers 
Shoes 
To a Black Pansy 
Song 
Walking on the Water 
Contrition across the Waves 
Souls 
What Is Good 
Adeste Fidelis 
In the Morning 
The Marriage Feast 
Prayer of a Soldier 
Dear Lord, Remember Me 
Conmunion 
Epitaph on a Politician 
Reception Committees 
Child Dear 
Silent Night 
Rouge Bouquet 
A Problem in Manners 
The Man of the House 
The Names of Our Lady 
I Know the Rabbit 
Song of Little 
Just for Today 
Two Went up to the Temple to Pray 
Mater Dolorosa 
Possession 
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TABLE 4 (continued) 
Boys Girls 
2.36 
2.37 Favorites 
At Shadow Time 
Two Went up to the Temple 
2.38 Finding You 
2.39 
2.40 
2.41 
A Christmas Carol 
2.42 Grace for Light 
The Vocation of St. Francis 
2.43 The Man of the House 
Contrition across the Waves 
I Know the Rabbit 
2.44 The Toys 
Possession 
2.45 A Letter to My Most High Lord 
2.46 Reception Committees 
';i'alking on the Water 
2.47 Mother of God's Son 
2.48 
2.49 Full of Grace 
2.50 The Marriage Feast 
2.51 A Child's Wanderings 
Dear Lord, Remember Me 
Charity 
What is Good 
2.52 A Problem in Manners 
2.53 Silent Night 
2.54 The Flag and the Cross 
2.55 The Lonely Crib 
Stabat Mater Speciosa 
A Christmas Carol 
The Gospel Story 
The Lonely Crib 
The Paten 
Ad Matrem 
A Ditty of Creation 
The Unpetalled Rose 
A Child's Wanderings 
Weariness 
The Donkey 
Mother of God's Son 
Vision 
Stabat Mater Dolorosa 
Valentine to a Little Girl 
The Early Morning 
The Eavesdropper 
The Magnificat 
Grace for Little Things 
An Old Woman of the Roads 
The Spinning Top 
My Godl I Love You 
Night for Little Things 
The Pilgrim 
Sleep Little Baby 
Thanksgiving 
Justice 
A Sea Story 
Kolendy for Christmas 
An Autumn Rose-Tree 
The Shepherdess 
Snapdragons 
Not Unless 
The Cherub I!'olk 
Adaro Te 
The World's Miser 
The Good Thief 
Fran My Window 
October 
Spring Magie 
Sheep and Lambs 
Forty Singing Seamen 
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TABLE 4 {continued) 
Boys 
2.56 Communion 
2.57 Adeste Fidelia 
2.58 Song of Little 
A Child's Wish 
Souls 
There Blew a Ifurn 
2.59 Madonna Remembers 
J"ohneen 
To a Black Pansy 
2.60 The Child 
A Warning 
2.61 A Ditty of Creation 
2.62 To a Dreamer 
We Saw Him Sleeping 
J"ust for Today 
October of the Angels 
2.63 A Carol for Sleepy Children 
Forty Singing Seamen 
2.64 In the Morning 
2.65 The Gospel Story 
Thanksgiving 
My GodJ I Love You 
Birds Praise the Advent 
Ad Matrem 
Mater Dolorosa 
2.66 Gualberto's Victory 
A Sea Story 
2.67 
The Good Thief 
Stabat Mater Dolorosa 
The World's Miser 
Girls 
The Twilight Man 
Told in Heaven 
The Plough-Hands' Song 
The Housewife's Prayer 
The Divine Order of the Kitchen 
October of the Angels 
A Rune of Praise 
The Babe of Bethlehem 
Flag o' My Land 
A Cradle Song 
To St. Joseph 
In Coventry 
On a March Morning 
Te Martyrum Candidatus 
Moon-Sheep 
Noel 
My Body 
Saint Peter 
A Latin L'Ullaby 
Mater Dei 
Repose in Egypt 
Tarantella 
Dies Irae 
Pancratius 
The Frog 
Lullaby 
A Ballad of the Saints 
Unseen Yet Seen 
My Lips Would Sing 
I See His Blood upon the Rose 
St. Theresa's Book-Mark 
~uo Vadis, Domine 
Just This Minute 
The .American Flag 
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TABLE 4 
Boys 
2.68 
2.69 
2.70 The Paten 
Grace for Little Things 
The American Flag 
The Microbe 
2.71 The Magnificat 
The Names of Our Lady 
2.72 Saint Peter 
2.73 The Eavesdropper 
The Donkey 
2. 74 The Spinning Top 
Hill Roads 
Noel 
Valentine to a Little Girl 
The·Bivouac of the Dead 
Justice 
2.75 Weariness 
Flag o' My Land 
Spring Magic 
2.76 Te Deum 
To St. Joseph 
2.77 Child Dear 
Q.uo Vadi s, Domine 
Charity, St. Paul 
2.78 A Rune of Praise 
October 
(continued) 
Girls 
The Rune of Hospitality 
The Burning Babe 
Birds Praise the Advent 
An Idolator 
The Gloria 
The Sparrow 
The Babe to the Gift-Giver 
Christopher Columbus 
The Nativity of the B. v. M. 
The Picture-Book Sky 
Charity, St. Paul 
The Bee 
A Wish 
The Flag and the Cross 
Charles Augustus Fortescue 
Friends 
Heroes 
The Microbe 
The Sheep Herd 
The Bird of Jesus 
Multiplication 
A Blue Valentine 
The Assumption 
The Secret or My Delight 
The Bivouac of the Dead 
To the United States 
The Law the Lawyers Know About 
Te Deum 
The Walk 
Fleet Street 
At High Mass 
A Day of Snow 
A Child's Thought or April 
By Galilee's Sea 
A Song of Sherwood 
Carol to Our Lady 
The Neighbors or Bethlehem 
The Folded Flock 
Pange Lingua 
An October Redbreast 
To a Snow1"1Rk"A 
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TABLE 4 (continued) 
Boys Girls 
2.79 Stabat Mater Speciosa Gualberto's Victory 
The Cherub Folk 
Pancratius 
The Early Morning 
Fleet Street 
2.80 Not Unless 
The Housewife's Prayer 
Pange Lingua 
Christopher Columbus 
Shoes 
From My Window 
The Nativity o~ the B. V. M. 
2.81 Night far Little Things 
The Sparrow 
The Shadow People 
In September 
The Lost Ones 
God's Presence in Nature 
2.82 The Divine Order of the KitchenThe Benedicite 
Heroes 
2.83 The Rune of Hospitality 
Just This Minute 
Dies Irae 
I See His Blood upon the Rose 
In Coventry 
2.84 The Bird of Jesus 
The Folded Flock 
To the United States 
Te Martyrum Candidatus 
The Unpetalled Rose 
2.85 God's Presence in Nature 
Told in Heaven 
The Frog 
Moon-Sheep 
Secure 
Psalm 116 
The Sign of 
Psalm 129 
the Cross 
Thus Found I Spring 
Psalm 62 
Proud Boast 
Manna 
2.86 The Throne of the King Ave Maria Bella 
A Christmas Carol far Three Guilds 
The Shepherdess 
2.8? 
2. 88 Repose in Egypt 
The Plough-Hands' Song 
A Ballad of the Saints 
A Wish 
The Burning Babe 
Autumn Song 
The Throne of the King 
Chri stmaa Babe 
A Carol 
A Lily o~ the Field 
St. Stephen, First Martyr 
Fishers of Men 
The Find 
Preface from the RequiemMaas 
Achievement 
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TABLE 4 (continued) 
Boys Girls 
2.89 St. Theresa's Book-Mark Psa~ 99 
Vision Unto Us a Son Is Given 
A Song of Sherwood 
The Gloria 
To a Snowflake 
Sheep and Lambs 
2.90 Sleep, Little Baby 
A Lily of the Field 
Charles Augustus Fortescue 
The Law the Lawyers Know About 
Secure 
Manna 
2.91 By Galilee's Sea 
Carol to Our Lady 
A Blue Valentine 
A Cradle Song 
Lullaby 
.An Idolator 
Ave Maria Bells 
2.92 The Benedicite 
Psalm 116 
The Babe of Bethlehem 
St. Stephen, First Martyr 
An Autumn Rose-Tree 
On a March Morning 
Fishers of Men 
2.93 MUltiplication 
Unseen Yet S•en 
.An Old Woman of the Roads 
2.94 My Body 
2.95 Neighbors of Bethlehem 
2.96 At High Mass 
The Bee 
An Irish Fisherman's Prayer 
Adore Te 
2.97 Psalm 99 
Psa~ 129 
The Picture-Book Sky 
My Lips Would Sing 
2. 98 Christmas Babe 
Mater Dei 
Niagara 
The Missionary 
A Tramp Speaks 
Self-Control 
The Jefferson Highway 
Wonder 
Vani Sancte Spiritus 
An Irish Fisherman's Prayer 
Psalm 148 
The Nightingale 
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TABLE 4 {continued) 
Boys Girls 
2. 99 Psalm 62 
Friends 
The Twilight }~Ian 
Kolendy far Christmas 
Proud Boast 
The Shadow People 
3.00 The Babe to the Gi:ft-G1ver 
Veni Sancte Spiritus 
3.01 The Assumption 
The Pilgrim 
3.02 A Monk's Motto 
The Sign of the Cross 
Self-Control 
The Lost Ones 
3.03 Snapdragons 
In September 
3.04 
3.05 A Tramp Speaks 
Achievement 
Carol of the Fir Tree 
The Missionary 
An October Redbreast 
3.06 A Day of Snow 
3.07 The Breastplate of St. Patrick 
Preface from the Requiem Mass 
Autumn Sunset 
Thus Found I Spring 
3.08 Creation 
Lepanto 
3.09 
3.10 Psalm 148 
The Find 
3.11 
3.12 
3.13 
3.14 The Secret of My Delight 
3.15 A Carol 
3.16 
The Starlight Night 
A Latin Lullaby 
3.17 The Song of the Creatures 
Unto Us a Son Is Given 
3.18 The Walk 
3.19 The Sheep Herd 
The Wild Ride 
3.20 
Over Night, a Rose 
.Autumn Sunset 
A Monk's Motto 
The Song of the Creatures 
Creation 
Lilium Regis 
The Wild Ride 
Lepanto 
The Starlight Night 
A Christmas Carol far Three Guilds 
Psalm 18 
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TABLE 4 (continued) 
3.21 
3.22 
3.23 
3.24 
Boys 
3.25 Over Night, a Rose 
Wonder 
The Nightingale 
3.26 Tarantella 
3.27.Lilium Regis 
3.28 
3.29 
3.30 
3.31 
3.32 
3.33 
The Jefferson Highway 
Niagara 
3.34 A Child's Thought of' Spril 
3.35 
3.36 
3.37 The Kings 
3.38 Autumn Song 
3.39 
3.40 
3.41 Psalm 18 
3.42 
3.43 
3.44 
3.45 
3.46 
3.47 
3.48 
3.49 
3.50 
3.51 
3.52 
3.53 
3.54 
3. 55 Apples in the Grass 
Girls 
Breastplate of St. Patrick 
The Kings 
Carol of' the Fir Tree 
Apples in the Grass 
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The ratings for the low-ranking poems, undoubtedly, would have been 
higher had copies of these poems been accessible to the children so that 
they could have asked questions about v;ords or expressions which they did 
not understand. It was difficult, often impossible, for the children to 
catch unfamiliar words or obscure lines they heard during the reading of the 
poems in order to ask for an explanation of them after the reading. 
Several children said they did not like the Psalms in spite of the 
fact that two recognized authorities believe the Psalms are poetry for 
children. Father Cyril Martindale, taH:ing to children about King David, 
says: ~ut most of all you must learn to know and love the Psalms, some of 
which are David's own songs, and which are full of the Spitit of God, and 
will console and enlighten and strengthen and rebuke and inspire you 
marvellously, and will come up into your mind appropriately whatever you 
may be feeling like at the time, and always will be dear and helpful to you. 
For this you must read them carefully with some one who can explain them to 
you, for they are not easy to understand at first sight, but they are 
beautiful poetry, and full of meaning which grows clearer and clearer the 
more you use and pray them," (24:59). May L. Becker says:" A mother is 
fortunate who learned the psalms by heart when she was little and can recite 
them now (to her baby); psalms should come to little children first as 
chants, and they should corn.e to little children through those who love 
psalms and break out in them at moments of glwlness 11 (2:10). 
An analysis of the twenty best-liked poems shows that all of them 
contuin several of the ch:rLcteristict:: Kangley (15:140) found present in 
her recent investigation of the qualities of poems best-liked by children 
in grade eight. These characteristics are a clear rhyme scheme, simplicity, 
dialogue, obvious sow1d effect, story element, humor, common experience. 
It is significant to Catholic educators that in fifteen of the twenty 
Catholic poems best-liked by boys and girls there is a strong religious 
element. 
From a consideration of the authors of the first twenty poems in 
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Tables 1, 2, 3, 4, it would seem that the children's favorite Catholic poets 
are Fathers Leonard and Thomas Butler Feeney, Joyce Kilmer, and T. A. Daly. 
However, only T. A. Daly's dialect poems rank high, and only those of 
Kilmer which glorify the cornmonpluce ere ranked ar;,ong the first. twenty-
r 
TABLE 5 
TYPICAL DISTRIBUTION OF RATINGS ON TWO HUNDRED FIFTY POEMS 
Grade Seven 
Number of t~es rated 
1. 5,849 
2. 18,942 
3. 18,905 
4. 6,656 
5. 2,148 
Grade Eight 
1. 5,055 
2. 19,419 
3. 20,246 
4. 6,985 
5. 1,295 
Table 5 shows the number of times a rating of 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 was 
given by the two hundred ten children in grade seven and the two hundred 
twelve cl;lildren in grade eight for the two hundred fifty poems. 
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CHAPTER V 
CHILD INTEREST IN CATHOLIC POETRY 
This study was undertaken because the experimenter believed that 
Catholic Poetry was of value to boys and girls in parochial schools. 
However, adult judgment about poetry for children and children's choice of 
poetry for themselves have often shown so little correlation, that this 
investigation went directly to boys and girls themselves for an answer to 
the questions: "Are children interested in Catholic Poetry?" and, "It 
so, which poems are their choices?" The following quotations are 
representative of the opinions most of the children expressed in their 
unsigned written reactions to the experiment. 
1. Catholic Poetry helps children to love God. 
"I thought the Catholic poets wrote deep poems about God, but I found 
out that there are poems about God and His goodness so simply put that 
they are easy to understand and love. Many of them just make your heart 
overflow with love for Him Who is so good. This is why I like 'The Secret 
of My Delight' by Father Daly." A Girl 
"I will tell you why I like the poem about trees most. It makes me think 
how much God loved us to put trees upon this earth. If people would stop 
to think why trees were put upon the earth, they would never commit a 
sin again." A Boy 
"The poem, 'The Lonely Man', states clearly that one cannot live without 
God at any time without feeling all-all alone." A Girl 
"I like the poem called 'The Lonely Man' because it shows that the cruci-
fix is the only thing to consult when you feel lonely or in trouble about 
anything." A Girl 
"I like the poem 'Communion' because it is about Our Lord when He was a 
Baby in Mary's arms. She gives Hlm to us to hold, but He struggles to 
be free. I am quoting a few lines that I like best: 
'Mary, Mother, charity; 
Bring thy Baby back to me%'" A Boy 
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"Some of these poems made me think many things over. The poem about 
giving the little Child Jesus our crib made me wonder how many of us would 
really offer Jesus his or her crib." A Girl 
"I like 'The Breastplate of St. Patrick' because it gives me the feeling 
that Christ is with me every minute of the day. That He always sees and 
hears me." A Child 
"'A Rune of Praise' is the best poem I ever heard because it tells that 
everything that God made is good and mare for a purpose. It thanks God 
for everything that He made and praises Him." A Boy 
2. Catholic Poetry gives children worthy ideals. 
"The poets who write good, true, and beautiful poetry should be honored 
as heroes for bringing the good into the hearts of men." A Boy 
"I like poetry because the beautiful thoughts it expresses give me some-
thing good to think about when walking down the street alone." A Boy 
'~ince we have heard these poems, I think we have better thoughts in our 
minds. " A Girl 
"This poetry has improved my character." A Boy 
"I feel that this poetry has changed my ways of doing things." A Boy 
"Perhaps there would be more good citizens if more people v~uld read 
Catholic poetry." A Boy 
"I liked the poem, 'The' Lion Tamer', because it told us how to try to 
overcome temptations to lose our temper." A Boy 
"The poem, ~souls', was very good because it teaches us to be as clean 
inside as we are outside." A Girl 
"I like the poem, 'Weariness' written by Father Kane, because it gives 
one a beautiful thought to think about when in pain." A Girl 
3. Catholic Poetry offers an emotional outlet to children. 
"I especially liked the poem, 'Mi tcha', I wish I could be like him. 
I would also like to lay my head upon my heavenly Mother's lap as he 
did, and feel her smooth away all my cares and troubles." A Girl 
"I like funny poems because they take away anger from our minds." A Boy 
r 
"Sometimes in our lives funny spells come over us. The best way to rid 
yourself of such silly feelings is to read poems containing humorous 
thoughts." A Boy 
~en I think about poetry, I wish I could do something to get rid of 
it. But when I think of how handy it will be later on, I wish I could 
have it near me all the time. I think ahead of how my uncle used it 
when he could not get a job. Then poetry saved him." A Boy 
4. Catholic poetry interprets and glorifies the 
commonplace in everyday life for children. 
"I would like to thank Father Feeney and T. A. Daly for making me sit 
up and take notice of poetry. They use the common, daily life of a 
person, only putting in it a bit of humor here and there. That is why 
I like Father Feeney's poem about the little washwoman." A Boy 
"'A Saint for Monday Morning' proves that Monday ian 't always blue. 
This poem seems as if it were just written for children." A Boy 
"I like Kilmer because he considers not only the large things of the 
world, but the small things. Who would ever think of writing a beauti-
ful poem about an old house or a little snowman in a yard, or a roof?" 
A Boy 
"Kilmer's simple little poem 'The Snowman in the Yard', shows that he 
was just a family man who loved children dearly." A Girl 
5. Catholic Poetry opens the child's eyes to "Watch 
the wondrous workings of the God of Nature." 
"Sister Mary Donatus, in a catchy poem called 'Moon-Sheep', describes 
the sheep that God takes into His fold and at night lets out again. 
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You must figure out what the sheep are in the poan. At night when the stars 
are bright you can see how true and beautiful poems like this are • 
.dnother favorite of mine is 'I See His Blood upon the Rose' by Plunkett. 
He imagines he sees God's blood on a rose which I think is a beautiful 
thought. When we walk through the garden, perhaps we, too, notice the 
rose; but to us it's just a rose. Poets make us see things in a more 
beautiful sense, and the next time we just naturally take notice of their 
beauty and share it with the poets." A Girl 
6. Catholic Poetry is a stimulant to children to release their own 
creative ability. The impact of poetry during the experiment gave 
birth to numerous spontaneous outbursts of childish poetic attempts. 
r 
"l!ach and every poem read to us held some exquisite beauty which created 
a picture in our minds. Scenes of' Bethlehem, pastures, drowsy children, 
Italian barbers, every possible human scene was enclosed in the poems. 
·rhis does help one who hasn't the words to express her own thoughts." 
A Girl 
"The poems have cast a spell over me which I cannot break. Last night 
while I was lying in bed, a poem formed itself' in my mind and left me 
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no rest until I composed and wrote it down. I know this sounds ridiculous, 
but it's true." A Girl 
"After a week of Catholic Poetry, I began to get inspirations for poetry 
although I wasn't born a poet." A Boy 
~enever I hear an extremely good piece of work, 
of my great ambitions is to be able to express my 
People seem better able to speak intelligently on 
for their knowledge of poetry." 
I envy the poet. One 
thoughts in poetry. 
almost all subjects 
A Boy 
7. Catholic Poetry gives children a liking for poetry in general. 
"It is really remarkable the way Catholic Poetry changed my mind about 
poetry. I have been reading poetry ever since." A Girl 
"Formerly I did not care for poetry of any kind, but now I am an ardent 
reader of poetry." A Boy 
"I am converted in liking poetry. I am not an ex-convict no more in 
poetry. I was inspired when I heard, 'Seal our useless eyes'. Then I 
liked poems." (The quotation is taken from Father O'Donnell's poem 
'The Paten'.) A Boy 
'~oetry seems so different now that I like it as well as prose, maybe 
a little better." A Girl 
"Poetry, to me, was just some words put together, but thanks to Catholic 
poets, I can appreciate the beauty of poetry more than I ever did." 
A Boy 
"I have now started to put my spare time into poetry. I never thought 
it would be this interesting, but I have made a big mistake." A Girl 
"I will pray that everybody may like good Catholic poetry." A Boy 
"I think the Catholic writers have given famous poets some competition. 
I am a boy of fourteen, but I know how to pick my poets. Father Thomas 
Butler Feeney and Sister Angeline are my favorites." A Boy 
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"I have had to change my mind about liking poetry whether I wanted to 
or not." A Boy 
"After hearing poetry a few days, I realized how much enjoyment I had 
missed by not reading poetry." A Boy 
Our boys and girls like Catholic Poetry and do want the help it 
gives them. But, before teachers in the elementary school can respond to 
this demand, Catholic Poetry--poetry "in which the Faith circulates like 
life-blood" (12:361)--must be made available to teachers and pupils. At 
the present time there is no collection of Catholic poetry suitable for and 
available to children in grades sevan and eight. Neither is there any 
book about Catholic authors comparable to The J"unior Book of Authors (18) 
which contains biographical sketches of only a very few Catholic writers. 
Children do become deeply interested in the people who write the books 
and the poams they read and enjoy. Vera Marie Tracy is one of the "best" 
Catholic poets in a certain classroom because the children admire the 
courageous spirit of this shut-in poet • 
. ,. 
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CONCWSIONS AND RECOMMl!NDATIONS 
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In the two preceding chapters there were presented. the results obtained 
from a study of children's choices among two hundred fifty Catholic poems. 
The results of the study show the ratings assigned to the poems used in the 
experiment by the boys and girls who heard them. Considering the subjective 
nature of poetry appreciation, these ratings must be interpreted as applying 
to these specific children under the circumstances of the particular experi-
mental procedure used. However, since the groups were large and included 
children living in a rather small urban center contiguous to an agricultural 
area as well as children living in a large industrial metropolitan center, 
and since both boys and girls were about proportionately represented in the 
groups, the ratings would seem to be indicative of probable choices in 
Catholic Poetry by other groups of pupils in the same grades under the same 
experimental procedure. 
The large number of children who said this experience with poetry made 
them like it is an encouraging indication as to what might be done to de-
velop poetry appreciation even at the end of the elementary school. Were 
children exposed to suitable poetry in their homes and in school before and 
during the period of their elementary education, there is no doubt in the 
mind of the experimenter that America would become a land of poetry lovers. 
Since the present study did not exhaust the possibilities of selection 
of Catholic Poetry for grades seven and eight, it should be possible to use 
the average ratings given in Table 3 to construct a scale by means of which 
additional poems can be inserted in the list of two hundred fifty titles. 
TABLE 6 
SUGGESTED POEM SCALE FOR GRADE SEVEN 
1.47 Song Wit Woids 
1.95 Repartee 
2.10 An Old Woman's Rosary 
2.17 The Lion Tamer 
2. 25 Epitaph on a Politic ian 
2. 32 The Little Man 
2.38 Johneen 
2.44 Silent Night 
2.51 Adeste Fidelia 
2.55 The Names of Our Lady 
2.61 The Gospel Stcry 
2.64 The Te Deum 
2.68 The Donkey 
2.71 In Coventry 
2.74 A Song of Sherwood 
2.77 St. Theresa's Book-Mark 
2.79 A Wish 
2.82 Psalm 62 
2.86 Manna 
2.89 To a Snowflake 
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TABLE 7 
SUGGESTED POFM SCALE FOR GRADE EIGHT 
1.61 Trees 
1.97 Favorites 
2.10 The Birds 
2.22 Rouge Bouquet 
2.28 The Toys 
2.36 Adeste Fidelia 
2.41 Full of Grace 
2.44 Jolmeen 
2.51 Just for Today 
2.54 Stabat Mater Dolorosa 
2.59 October of the Angels 
2.61 The Junerican Flag 
2.64 Pange Lingua 
2.66 Charity, St. Paul 
2.70 Repose in Egypt 
2.74 A Ballad of the Saints 
2. 78 An Old Woman of the Roads 
2.79 St. Theresa's Book-Mark 
2. 84 Carol to Our Lady 
• 2.87 The Picture-Book Sky 
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Tables 6 and 7 present suggested poem scales based upon samplings of 
every tenth poem in the lists of seventh and eighth grade ratings given in 
Table 3. 
When a teacher finds a poem which she thinks may interest children in 
grades seven or eight, she may compare it with the last five in the scales 
given in Tables 6 or 7. If the pupils in grade seven rate it better than 
'Manna," for example, but lower than "PsaLm 62", she may interpolate it 
between the two. If the new poem ranks better than or poorer than these two 
poems, it may be compared with the next poems above or below. 
A study of the results of this experiment should aid in the selection 
of suitable material for inclusion in the literature course used in grades 
seven and eight in Catholic schools. There is positive evidence that 
Catholic Poetry is liked by boys and girls and that it is of real value to 
them; therefore, it should have place in the course of study. 
One of the reasons usually alleged for lack of interest in poetry on 
the part of children is poor teaching procedure. In writing literature, 
Smith quotes Kipling as estimating, 
"There are nine and sixty ways of constructing tribal lays 
And every-single-one-of-them-is-right." (30:iii) 
This is equally true in regard to teaching literature. There is no single 
best method of training for literary appreciation, but there are 
decidedly some do's and don't's. The literature hour should be a happy time 
of frank, free, spontaneous discussion, with nothing formalized, with no 
test of learning ahead, and certainly with no attempt to measure that most 
intangible something - appreciation. The study of literature should be 
artistic and cultural rather than scientific and utilitarian. In two 
chapters of Literature, the Leading Educator, Father Donnelly has cleverly 
portrayed the difference between teaching literature as a science and 
teaching it as an art (9:264-2?4). But before reaching the goal- artistic 
teaching of poetry to children - teachers will have to be trained. 
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Patterson says: "It has been estimated that more than forty per cent of our 
American teacher colleges fail to offer courses in the teaching of reading~ 
(27:21). He might have added, "Or in children's literature." The 
situation is serious considering the large percentage of teachers in 
parochial schools who are graduates from liberal arts colleges in which 
courses in the teaching of reading or children's literature are not always 
given. 
Only when schools are staffed with teachers prepared to advise parents 
relative to the early literary training of children- with teachers thorougtly 
appreciating good literature themselves, will children remain true to their 
natural bent and be "the greatest of all lovers of poetry" (25:29). 
.APPENDIX 
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Author 
1. Ahearn, Rev. Roland 
2. Ambrose and Augustine, 
Sts. 
3. Angeline, Sister M. 
4. Angeline, Sister M. 
5. Angeline, Sister M. 
6. Angeline, Sister M. 
7. Angeline, Sister M. 
8. Angeline, Sister M. 
9. An~line, Sister M. 
10. Angelita, Sister M. 
11. Angelita, Sister M. 
12. .Anonymous 
13. Anonymous 
14. Anonymous 
15. Anonymous 
Ti¥'0 HUNDRED FIFTY POEMS USED IN D.EI'l!rufiNING 
CHILDREN'S CHOICES IN CATHOLIC POETRY 
Title 
Creation 
Te Deum 
Vision 
Souls 
A Tramp Speaks 
Hill Roads 
A Child's Wanderings 
A Child's Thought of April 
Autumn Song 
~he Spinning Top 
My Body 
.rust This Minute 
The Breastplate of St. Patrick 
The Irish Te Deum 
A Rune of Praia e 
Source 
Conmonweal, Mar. 30, 1927 
Breviary 
Mamscript 
Manuscript 
Manuscript 
Manuscript 
Manuscript 
Manuscript 
Manuscript 
Star shine and Candlelight, 
S. M.A. 
Starshine and Candlelight, 
S. M.A. 
.Ave Maria 
With Harp and Lute, Thompson 
With Harp and Lute, Thompson 
Wi tb. Harp and Lute, Thompson 
L---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~ 
~ 
Author Title 
16. Anonymous The Flag and the Cross 
17. Barrett, Rev. Alfred Repartee 
18. Belloc, Hilaire The Early Morning 
19. Belloc, Hilaire The Birds 
20. Belloc, Hilaire Tarantella 
21. Belloc, Hilaire Noel 
22. Belloe, Hilaire The Microbe 
23. Belloc, Hilaire Jim 
24. Belloc, Hilaire The Frog 
25. Belloc, Hilaire Charles Augustus Fortescue 
26. Belloc, Hilaire Epitaph on a Politician 
27. Benson, Mgsr. Hugh At High Mass 
28. BernarQ., st •. ~ .Monk' a Moot to 
29. B~essed Virgin The Magnificat 
30. Blunt, Rev. Hugh An Old Woman's Rosary 
31. Blunt, Rev. Hugh Manna 
32. Bonaventure, St. Adeste Fideli s 
Source 
De La Salle Series, Seventh Reader 
Mint by Night, Barrett 
Dreams and Images, Kilmer 
Dreams and Images, Kilmer 
Sonnets and Verses, Belloe 
Dreams and Images, Kilmer 
More Beasts for Worse Children, 
Billoo 
Cautionary Tales, Belloc 
Bad Child's Book, Belloo 
Cautionary Tales, Belloc 
Modern British Poetry, Untermeyer 
Loyola Book of Verse, Quinn 
Ave Maria 
Bible 
Poetry for Junior Students, 
s. Anna Louise 
Current Catholic Verse, 
McAstocker, Pfeiffer 
Catholic Anthology, Walsh 
~----------------------------------------------------~~ 
Author Title 
--
Source 
33. Carlin, Francis Child Dear Modern Catholic Verse, Maynard 
34. Carols-English Carol to Our Lady Stardust and Holly, Shipman 
Z5. Carols-English I Saw Three Ships Catholic Anthology, Walsh 
36. Carols-English We Saw Him Sleeping Stardust and Holly, Shipman 
37. Carols-French The Neighbors of Bethlehem Stardust and Holly, Shipman 
38. Carols-Spanish Birds Praise the Advent Stardust and Holly, Shipman 
39. Carroll, Rev. Patrick Johneen Heart Hermitage, Carroll 
40. a' Celano, Thomas Dies Irae Catholic Anthology, Walsh 
41. Chesterton, Gilbert Lepanto Catholic Anthology, Walsh 
42. Chesterton, Gilbert The Donkey Loyola Book of Verse, Quinn 
43. Chesterton, Gilbert A Christmas Song for Three Guilds Camplet Works, Chesterton 
44. Chesterton, Gilbert A Christmas Carol With Harp and Lute, Thompson 
45. Colum, Padraic An Old Woman of the Roads Wild Earth, Colum 
46. Colum, Padraic A Cradle Song Modern Catholic Verse, Maynard 
47. Colum, Padraic The Bird of Jesus Dramatic Legends, Colum 
48. Columba, Mother From My Window With Harp and Lute, Thompson 
49. Connolly, Myles Said the Inn-Keeper The Eternal Babe, Talbot 
50. Connolly, Myles A Warning Boston Sunday Post 
• -«. 
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Author 
51. Crashaw, Richard 
52. Crashaw, Richard 
53. A. P. C. 
54. Dalgiewicz, Irene, 
Trans. 
55. Daly, Rev. James J. 
56. Daly, Rev. James J. 
57. Daly, Rev. James J. 
58. Daly, Rev. James J. 
59. Daly, Rev. James J. 
60. Daly, Rev. James J. 
61. Dilily, Rev. James J. 
62. Daly, T. A. 
63. Daly, T. A. 
64. Daly, T. A. 
65. Daly, T. A. 
66. Daly, T. A. 
67. Daly, T. A. 
Title 
Two Went up to the Temple 
The Assumption 
Grace for Little Things 
~olendy for Christmas 
The Sparrow 
Spring Magic 
The Secret of My Delight 
October of the Angels 
In Coventry 
A Problem in Manners 
Reception Committees 
On a March Morning 
Da Greata Basaball 
October 
Flag o' My Land 
Da Leetla Boy 
Two 'Mericana Men 
Source 
Catholic Anthology, Walsh 
Rosa Mystica, Goeser 
Ave Maria 
Catholic Anthology, Walsh 
Boscobel, Daly 
Boscobel, Daly 
Boscobel, Daly 
Boscobel, Daly 
Boscobel, Daly 
Boscobel, Daly 
Boscobel, Daly 
McAroni Ballads, Daly 
Loyola Book of Verse, Q.uinn 
Dreams and Images, Kilmer 
McAroni Ballads, Daly 
Carmina, T. A, Daly 
Selected Poems of T. A. Daly 
(X) 
Q) 
Author Title Source 
68. Da Todi, Jacopone Stabat Mater Speciosa Catholic Anthology, ~alsh 
69. Da Todi, Jacopone Stabat Mater Dolorosa Catholic Anthology, Walsh 
70. DeVere, Aubrey The Nativity of the B. v. M. Poems, DeVere 
71. DeVere, Aubrey To the United States Poans, DeVere 
72. DeVere, Aubrey St. Stephen, First Martyr Poems, DeVere 
73. Dinnis, :Enid The Cherub Folk Modern Catholic Verse, Maynard 
74. Dinnis, Enid A Ballad of the Saints Ave Maria 
75. Dinnis, Enid Told in Heaven Ave Maria 
76. Dinnis, :E!n.id A Ditty of Creation Modern Catholic Verse, Maynard 
77. Donatus, Sister M. Moon-Sheep Current Catholic Verse, 
McAstocker, Pfeiffer 
78. Donnelly, Eleanor Unseen, Yet Seen Poems, Donnelly 
79. Donnelly, Elea~at" Pancratius Poems, Donnelly 
80. Donnelly, Eleanor Gualberto's Victory Poems, Donnelly 
81. Duggan, Eileen Saint Peter Poems, Duggan 
82. Earls, Rev. Michael An Autumn Rose-Tree Ballads of Childhood, Earls 
83. Eden, Helen There Blew a Horn in Bethlehem Whistles of Silver, Eden 
84. Edwardine, Sister M:. Madonna Remembers With Harp and Lute, Thompson 
00 
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Author Title Source 
85. Egan, Maurice Charity Poems, Egan 
86. Eleanor, Sister M. The Vocation of St. Francis With Harp and Lute, Thompson 
87. Eleanor, Sister M. Night for Little Things Eternal Babe, Talbot 
88. Eleanor, Sister M. The Missionary With Harp and Lute, Thompson 
89. E. B. E. By Galilee's Sea Messenger of the Sacred Heart 
90. Faber, Rev. ~~ederick .rust for Today Poems, Faber 
91. Feeney, Rev. Leonard Theories In Towns and Little Towns, 
Feeney 
92. Feeney, Rev. Leonard The Rivals In Towns and Little Towns, 
Feeney 
93. Feeney, Rev. Leonard A Saint for Monday Morning In Towns and Little Towns, 
Feeney 
94. Feeney, Rev. Leonard The Bee Catholic School .Journal, 
Dec. 1937 
95. Feeney, Rev. Leonard Nails In Towns and Little Towns, 
Feeney 
96. Feeney, Rev. Leonard The Lonely Crib In Towns and Little Towns, 
Feeney 
97. Feeney, Rev. Leonard The Little Man Gospel Rhymes, Nichols 
• I 
98. Feeney, Rev. Leonard Ruins In Towns and Little Towns, 
Feeney 
99. Feeney, Rev. Thomas B. Song Wid Woids America, .Tan. 2, 1937 
100. Feeney, Rev. 'rhomas B. Song or Little America, D&c. 25, 1927 
101. Feeney, Rev. Thomas B. Mitcha, the Wrestler America, .Tan. 22, 1938 
I 
ro 
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J..uthor Title Source 
102. Feeney, Rev. Thomas B. The Lonely Man America, Feb. 25, 1939 
103. Feeney, Rev. Thomas B. Favorites America Bk. of Verse, Talbot 
104. Feeney, Rev. Thomas ~. Dialogue America Bk. of Verse, Talbot 
105. Feeney, Rev. Thomas B. Full of Grace Ave Maria, Feeney 
106. Ferguson, John Quo Vadis, Domine? Ave Maria 
107. Fox, Ruth Mary The First Christmas Holidays Eternal Babe, Talbot 
108. Francis, st. The Song of the Creatures Catholic Anthology, Walsh 
109. Garesche, Rev. Ed. Niagara Dreams and Images, Kilmer 
110. Giltinan, Caroline Conmunion The Veiled Door, Giltinan 
111. Giltinan, Caroline Contrition across the Waves The Veiled Door, Giltinan 
112. Giltinan, Caroline Achievement The Veiled Door, Giltinan 
113. Giltinan, Caroline Over Night, a Rosa The Veiled Door, Giltinan 
114. Griffin, Gerald The Nightingale Catholic Anthology, Walsh 
115. Guiney, Louise The Wild Ride Happy Ending, Guiney 
116. Guiney, Louise A Carol Happy Ending, Guiney 
117. Guiney, Louise The Kings Happy Ending, Guiney 
118. Guiney, Louise The Walk Happy Ending, Guiney 
ro 
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119. Halleck, Cecily 
120. Harris, dOel 
121. Hickey, Emily 
122. Hinkson, Katherine 
123. Hinkson, Katherine 
124. Hinkson, Katherine 
125. Hinkson, Katherine 
126. Hinkson, Katherine 
127. Hopkins, Gerard 
128. Humns 
129. Humns 
130. dOhnson, Lionel 
131. dOhnson, Lionel 
132. Kane, Rev. William T. 
Title Source 
The Divine Order of the Kitchen And So He Made Mothers, 
Applegarth 
The Plough-Hands' Song Tar Baby and Other Rhymes, 
Harris 
A Sea Story Dreams and Images, Kilmer 
Mater Dei Collected Poems, Hinkson 
The Man of the House Dreams and Images, Kilmer 
Sheep and Lambs Collected Poems, Hinkson 
The Making of Birds Collected Poems, Hinkson 
The Maker Collected Poems, Hinkson 
The Starlight Night Dreams and Images, Kilmer 
Gloria Missal 
Veni, Sancte Spiritus Catholic Anthology, Walsh 
Te Martyrum Candidatus Poetical Works, dOhnson 
Friends Poetical Works, dOhnson 
Weariness The Catholic World 
133. Kelley, Rt. Rev. Francis The Throne of the King The Throne of a King, Kelly 
134. Kelly, Blanche The Housewife's Prayer Valley of Vision, Kelly 
135. Kilmer, ~l.line Justice Candles That Burn, Kilmer 
~ 
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Author Title Source 
136. Kilmer, Joyce A Blue Valentine Memoir and Poems, Kilmer 
137. Kilmer, Joyce Rouge Bouquet MEilloir and Poems, Kilmer 
138. Kilmer, Joyce Trees Memoir and Poems, Kilmer 
139. Kilmer, Joyce Roofs MEilloir and Poems, Kilmer 
140. Kilmer, Joyce Multiplication Memoir and Poems, Kilmer 
141. Kilmer, Joyce Thanksgiving Memoir and Poems, Kilmer 
142. Kilmer, Joyce The Snowman in the Yard Memoir and Poems, Kilmer 
143. Kilmer, Joyce The House with Nobody in It Memoir and Poems, Kilmer 
144. Kilmer, Joyce Prayer of a Soldier Memoir and Poems, Kilmer 
145. Leamy, Edmund My Lips Would Sing Dreams and Images, Kilmer 
146. Ledwidge, Francis In September Modern Catholic Verse, Maynard 
147. Ledwidge, Francis The Lost Ones Modern Catholic Verse, Maynard 
148. Ledwidge, Francis The Find Silver Pennies, Thompson 
149. Ledwidge, Francis Shadow People Silver Pennies, Thompson 
150. Leslie, Shane Fleet Street Modern Catholic Verse, Maynard 
151. Luke, st. The Gospel Story Bible 
152. MacManus, Seumas Lullaby Modern Catholic Verse, Maynard 
I 
U) 
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Author Title 
153. Madeleva, Sister Proud Boast 
154. Madeleva, Sister A Letter To My Most High Lord 
155. Madeleva, Sister Possession 
156. Madeleva, Sister At Shadow Time 
157. Madeleva, Sister Thus Found I Spring 
158. Mariella, Sister Snapdragons 
159. Mariella, Sister The jefferson Highway 
160. Mariella, Sister Apples in the Grass 
161. Mariella, Sister The Sheep Herd 
162. Maris Stella, Sister A Carol far Sleepy Children 
163. Maynard, Theodore The World's Miser 
164. McCarthy, Denis A. Heroes 
165. McNabb, Rev. Vincent Walking on the Water 
166. Meynell, Alice Unto Us a Son is Given 
167. Meynell, Alice The Shepherdess 
168. Meynell, Alice The October Redbreast 
169. Meynell, Wilfrid The Folded Flock 
Source 
Modern Catholic Verse, Maynard 
Knights Errant, Madeleva 
Happy Christmas Wind and Other 
Poems 
Happy Christmas Wind and Other 
Poems 
A Question of Lovers and Other 
Poems 
~lind Man's Stick, s. M. 
Blind Man's Stick, s. M. 
Blind Man's Stick, s. M. 
Blind :Man's Stick, s. M. 
america, Dec. 25, 1937 
Dreams and Images, Kilmer 
Poems, McCarthy 
Gospel Rhymes, Nichols 
Poems of Alice Meynell 
Poems of Alice Meynell 
Poans of Alice Maynell 
Dreams and Images, Kilmer 
~ 
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Author Title 
170. Mohr, Rev. Joseph Silent N~ght 
171. Moore, Thomas God's Presence in Nature 
172. Newman, John Cardinal Self-Control 
173. Newman, John Cardinal The Sign of the Cross 
174. Ne~an, John Cardinal Valentine to a Little Girl 
175. Nichols, T. v. The ~mrriage Feast 
176. Noyes, -~fred Sleep, Little Baby 
177. Noyes, Alfred Our Lady of the Twilight 
178. Noyes, Alfred Forty-Singing Seamen 
179. Noyes, Alfred A Song of Sherwood 
180. Noyes, alfred Carol of the Fir Tre~ 
181. O'Byrne, Cathal .An Irish Fisherman's Prayer 
182. O'Byrne, Cathal The Twilight Man 
183. O'Donnell, Rev. Charles The Paten 
184. O~Donnell, Rev. Charles Wonder 
185. O'Donnell, Rev. Charles Mother of God's Son 
186. O'Donnell, Rev. Charles To St. Joseph 
Source 
Catholic Anthology, Walsh 
Poetry for Junior Students, 
S. Anna Louise. 
Poems, Newman 
Dreams and Images, Kilmer 
Catholic Tradition in Eng. 
Lit. , Carver 
Gospel Rhymes, Nichols 
Collected Poems-Noyes, Vol. 1 
Collected Poems-Nays, Vol. 11 
Collected Poems, Noyes 
Collected Poems, Noyes 
Collected Poems, Noyes 
Catholic World 
WWings~, a private collection 
Cloister and Other Poems, 
O'Donnell 
A Rime of the Road, 0 'Donnell 
Cloister and Other Poems, 
O'Donnell 
Dreams and Images, Kilmer 
~ 
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Author Title 
187. O'Donnell, Rev. Charles Ad Matrem 
188. O'Donnell, Rev. Charles Song 
189. O'Hara, Theodore The Bivouac of the Dead 
190. O'Neill, Moira Grace for Light 
191. O'Reilly, John ~nat Is Good? 
192. Pallen, Conde The Babe of Bethlehem 
193. Patmore, Coventry The Toys 
194. Paul, St. Charity 
195. Pepler, Douglas The Law the Lawyers Know About 
196. Pise, Charles The American Flag 
197. Plunkett, Joseph I See His Blood upon the Rose 
198. Preface RequiemMass 
199. Procter, Adelaide Fishers of Men 
200. Procter, Adelaide The Names of Our Lady 
201. Psalms-David Paalm-116 
202. Psalms-David Psalm-148 
203. Psalms-David Psalm-129 
Source 
A Rime of the Road, O'Donnell 
A Rtme of the Road, O'Donnell 
De LaSalle Series Seventh Reader 
Songs of the Glens of Antrim, 
O'Neill 
Poems, 0 'Reilly 
Dreams and Imges, Kilmer 
Dreams and Imsges, Kilmer 
Bible 
Modern Catholic Verse, Maynard 
Catholic Anthology, Walsh 
Poems, Josep~ Mary Plunkett 
Missal 
Poems, Procter 
Poems, Procter 
Bible 
Bible 
Bible 
cO 
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Author Title 
204. Psalms-David Psalm-62 
205. Psalms-David Psalm-99 
206. Psalms-David Psalm-18 
207. Q.uirk, Hev. Charles Autumn Sunset 
208. Rapplier, Agnes Repo,se in Egypt 
209. Ryan, Rev. Abram The Pilgrim 
210. Ryan, Rev. Abram A Child's Wish 
211. Shannon, Monica The Picture-Book Sky 
212. Shannon, Monica I Know the Rabbit 
213. Shannon, Monica Secure 
214. Shannon, Monica Grass and Crumbs 
215. Stoddard, Charles Ave Maria Bells 
216. Strahan, Rev. Speer .a Day of Snow 
\ 
217. Southwell, Robert The Burning Babe 
218. Tabb, Rev. John .An Idola tor 
219. Tabb, Rev. John :Mater Dolorosa 
220. Tabb, Rev. John The Good Thief 
Source 
Bible 
Bible 
Bible 
Magnificat 
Catholic lillthology, Walsh 
Poems, Ryan 
Po ems , Ryan 
Goose Grass Rhymes, Shannon 
Goose Grass Rhymes, Shannon 
Goose Grass Rhymes, Shannon 
Goose Grass Rhymes, Shannon 
Dreams and Images, Kilmer 
Modern Catholic Verse, Maynard 
Catholic Anthology, Walsh 
Poetry of Father Tabb, Lit z 
Poetry of Father Tabb, Litz 
Poetry of Father Tabb, Litz 
~ 
01 
Author Title Source 
221. Tabb, ·Rev • .Tohn The Child Poetry of Father Tabb, Litz 
222. Tabb, rtev. Jphn A Lily of the Field Poetry of Father Tabb, Li tz 
223. Tabb, Rev • .Tohn The Babe to the Gift-Giver Poetry of Father T~bb, Litz 
224. Tabb, Rev. John Christmas Babe Poetry of Father Tabb, Litz 
225. Tabb, Rev • .Tohn Out of Bounds Poetry of Father Tabb, Litz 
226. Tabb, Rev. John Christopher Columbus Poetry of Father Tabb, Litz 
227. Thayer, Mary D. A Wish Child on His Knees, Thayer 
. 
228. Thayer, Mary D. Not Unless Child on His Knees, Thayer 
22c;J. Thayer, Mary D. In the Morning Child on His Knees, Thayer 
230. Thayer, Mary D. Finding You Child on His Knees, Thayer 
231. Thayer, W~ry D. I Love You Child on His Knees, Thayer 
232. Theresa, St. Book-Mark Catholic Anthology, Walsh 
233. Therese, Little Flower The Unpetalled Rose Catholic Anthology, Walsh 
234. Thomas, St. .Adora Te Catholic Anthology, Walsh 
235. Thomas, St. Pange Lingua Catholic Anthology, Walsh 
236. Thompson, Francis Little Jesus Poems, Thompson 
237. Thompson, Francis To a Snowflake Poems, Thompson 
I 
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Author Title 
238. Thompson, Francis Lili um Regis 
239. Tracy, Vera M. Shoes 
240. Tracy, Vera M. To a Black Pansy 
241. Tracy, Vera M. To a Dreamer 
242. Tracy, Vera M. The Eavesdropper 
243. Walsh, Thomas, Trans. A Latin Lullaby 
244. Walsh, Thomas, Trans. The Rann of the Three 
245. Walsh, Thomas, Trans. The Rune of Hospitality 
246. Woellwarth, Mary The Lion Tamer 
247. Woellwarth, Mary The Altar Boy 
248. ~1oellwarth, Mary Dear Lord, Remember Me 
249. Xavier, st. Francis My God! I Love Thee 
250. Three Young Men The Benedicite 
Source 
Poems, Thompson 
~oems", a private collection 
Incense, Tracy 
~oems", a private collection 
t'Poema ", a private collection 
Catholic Anthology, Walsh 
Catholic Anthology, Walsh 
Catholic Anthology, Walsh 
Mother, Read Us a Poem, 
Woellwarth 
Mother, Read Us a Poem, 
Woellwarth 
Mother, Read Us a Poem, 
Woellwarth 
Catholic Anthology, Walsh 
Bible 
cO 
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FORM LEITERS SENT TO JURIES 
A. Jury of Experts 
Green Bay, Wisconsin 
Dear -
We are planning an experiment to determine which poems of Catholic 
authorship come within the range of the emotional and intellectual 
experience of boys and girls in grades seven and eignt. 
This investigation is necessary in order to discover which of these 
poems children can understand, interpret, enjoy, and which are, there-
fore, children's choices. 
Since most of our children are unable to attend a Catholic high 
school, all they can absorb of Catholic literature before leaving grade 
eight should be given them. 
If you consider any poe.m included in the list of two hundred 
titles inferior in literary merit and think it should be deleted from 
the list, will you check it and suggest a poem to substitute i~ please? 
Gratefully yours, 
B. Jury of Teachers 
Green Bay, Wisconsin 
Dear -
We are planning an experiment to determine which poems of Catholic 
authorship come within the range of the emotional and intellectual 
experience of boys and girls in grades seven and eight. 
This investigation is necessary in order to discover which of 
these poems children can understand, interpret, enjoy, and which are, 
therefore, children's choices. 
Since most of our children are unable to attend a Catholic high 
school, all they can absorb of Catholic literature before leaving grade 
eight should be given them. 
If any titles are omitted which you think should be included 
among the two hundred poems, will you list them please? 
Gratefully yours, 
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The thesis, "Children's Choices in Catholic 
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Arts. 
James A. Fitzgerald, Ph.D. June 6, 1939 
Rev• Austin G. Schmidt, S.J., Ph.D. June 10, 1939 
